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FKxow-CiTizEifB, — It id meet that we ble as to learn it ! How soon will our peti* 
ibofnld isflemble to mingle our congratula- rion be changed from that of posterity to ao- 
ti#ii0 in public, on the recurrence of this cestors; and the strict rules by which w« 
AimiTersary. The celebration of festival honor or despise predecessors, be applied to 
da^ in honor of illustrious pi ogenitors is a us by impartial descendants. Whatever of 
Qniversal ^ct in human history. It there- true, generous, or morally heroic, is wrought 
fore proves the existence of a universal sen- out by us, shall be gratefully embalmed in 
timentin human nature, which finds its ap- the memories of men ; and around millioiM 
propriate utterance in such commemora- of firesides, many millions of hearts shall 
tions. This 19 a sentiment of gratitude and leap with joy at ils oft-recurriag narratioo. 
rerereaee towards the great and ^ood ; and Cut what is sordid, perfidious,-^a perversion 
it is honorable both to authcr and object, of public good to ]>rivate ends,-^haJl be 
UiKler the impulse of these feelings, the scoffed and hissed at ; and its bappi«st fats 
heroes of ancient times were deified by their shall be an early forgetfulness 
dsscendsnts. To consecrate their memory, It is, indeed, an impressive tbought,-<-«iie 
sculpture reared statues and shrines. Ar- fhll of the deepest significancy,— that 
chitecture built monuments and temples throughout this vast country, o¥sr all its de- 
Poetry hymned their praises. Eloquence grees of latitude and longitude, and on thff. 
and' its responsive acclamations msde the seas which bind the globe in their azure and 
arches of heaven resound with their fame ; glorious cincture, — soon as the beans of this 
ind even the sober muse of history* dazzled morning's sun gilded spire or mast-head, thie 
hy the brilliancy of their exploits, exaggera- shout of exultation and the peal ot artillery 
tra fact into fiction, until the true was lost in arose, and sweeping onward and westward' 
the labulous. like the tidal wave, they are now circuiting 

In our day, this sentiment is modified the globe, in honor of those heroes and mar- 
but net extinguished. All modern nations t>rs who, only sixty-si:^ years ago. pled|^ 
oelebrate the anniversary of those days, when * fortune, life, and sacred honor ' to establish 
their annals were illuminated, or their per- the Independence of these United States, 
illed fortunes rescued, by some grand histor- How many tines has this story been re- 
le achisfveme^t. hearsed, and yet to the patriot's ear, it never 

The unWersality and unbroken continuity grows old. How curiously has the history 

of these ebserv^nces seem prc^hetic of their of that great revolutionary epoch been in- 

oontimtnce. veetigateid ; and even now, if some minute of 

But it is especially worthy of remark, that a council — whether of war or of state— held 

these publi6 and joyous tributes are paid on- at midnight ; some memcrandon of an- order 

ly to propitious events, or magnanimous given at a critical juncture ; or some hithttto 

deeds,— -to what is grand in conception, or ^usive letter, can be found among the le- 

^orioQs in achievement. No daya are set cords of our government, or pnisued across 

Impart to commemorate national disaster or ig- the ocean and drawn iron its lurking^plaoc 

Doimny for its own nke. The good only is in British or French archives, it is uiotiih- 

c^e^rated. The base, the cowaiSly, whether ed, read and reiterated by all, tnd the n/Ms' 

in raetiTe or in action, is consigned, through nal is prized, ainoet like the relic ef a. tint 

flil«pie«,fodhlition. among the faithfU. And aU those Unp 

H^httaUiionit her«,werowesoteacba< siDd achievtnents were lest than mtm^ 
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yMTt a);o,«-tee8 than the period allotted by the latest posterity, can never reach and bleai 

the Pdaimist to the life of man. Nay, some them, sa^e through your hands. In these 

of the actors in those scenes are amongst us spiritual abodes, whence all disturbing 

still ; and we have proof of the reality not passions are excluded, where all iUu« 

from their lips merely, but honorable scars sions are pur|;ed from our eyes, we can nei- 

are their credentiads — the hientglyphs ther be beguiled n( r flattered by lip-service, 

wherein the sacred history is chronicled. Deeds are the only language we understand ; 

Not only Have we tke mausoleums of battle- and one act of self-sacrince for the wel- 

fields. but every church -yard in New England fare of mankind is more acceptable to us than 

is thickly strown with the graves of the he- if you should make every mountain andbill- 

roic dead, whose simple inscriptions,-— nobler top a temple to hallow our names, and 

than armorial bearings,- -proclaim that they g^her thither the whole generation as wor- 

sought toil as a pleasure and rejoiced in self- shippers.' 

saorifice, that they might do good to us,whem Such is the spirit in which I believe our 

they saw only with the eye of faith. sainted fathers would admonish us. But 

And vet, let me again say, how obvious it is alas ! for the holiday patriot ! it is so much 
that we stand in the same relation to poster- easier to praise and get up jubilees than it 
ity that our ancestors do to us. And, as we is to work ;— >it is so much pleasanter to en- 
boldiy summon our forefathers to our tribu- core a song, Uian to enlist for a campaign 
nal for adjudication upon their conduct, so . with its privations and diseases and death ; 
will our conduct be brought into judgment — this indoor declamation and psalm-singing 
by our successors. Each generation has du- so much better befit the nice and dainty 8«n« 
ties ot its own to perform ; and our duties, timentalist, than to go torth into the conflict, 
though widely different from theirs, are not and year after year, to wrestle with difficul- 
lees important in their character ,or less bind- ties, as with an angel of God, until Heaven 
ing in their obligations. It was their duty yields to the importunacy of our struggles 
to round or establish our institutions, and no- what it denied to the formality of our pray- 
bly did thjy perform it. It is our duty to ers ! — all this poetic contemplation of doty 
perfect and perpetuate these institutions ; and is so much easier and cheaper than its stern 
tne most solemn question which can be pro- performance, that we are in perpetual danger 
pounded to this age, is, are we performing it of degenerating from eflbrt and self-sacrince 
nobly i Shall posterity look back upon our into ceremony and cant, 
present rulers, as we look back upon Arnold, Were a stranger to come amongst us, and 
or as we look back upon Washington ? Shall to hear our National Songs, our Fourth of Ju- 
posterity look back upon us, as we look back ly Orations, and Caucus Speeches, he would 
upon the r»*.reants who sought to make say, * Verily, there never were such patriots 
Washington Dictator, and would have turned as these since the days of Thermopylse.' 
those arms against their country, which had But were he to remain with us, and become 
been put into their hands to save her? — or shall familiar with the spirit of ambition and self- 
posterity look back upon us with the heart- seeking that afflicts us, if he thought any 
throbbings, the tears and passionate admira- more of TherroopyliB, it would be, not of the 
tion, with which we regaixl the Savior-like SpartanStbutofXerses and his plundering in« 
martyrs who, for our welfare, in lonely dun- vaders. 

geons and prison-ships, breathing a noisome Fellow-citizens, we have sterner duties to 

atmosphere— their powerful and robust frames perform than to assemble here annually, to 

protracting their tortures beyond the com- listen to glorifications of our great country and 

mon endurence of nature—and when the our great people^ of our super-Ciceronian 

minions of power came round, day after and super Demosthenean orators, and to 

day, and offered them life and freedom and praise poetry and art and genius that are to 

a glad return to the upper air, if they would be, at sometime; and then, after refreshing 

desert their country's cause — ^refused, and ourselves with feast and jovial song, to close 

died. the day with some gairish show, and forth- 

I have said that it is our especial and ap« with to vote ourselves upon the pension list, 

propriate duty to perfect and perpetuate the for the residue of the year, in consideration 

institutions «ve have received. I am aware of such meritorious services. The quiet seat 

that this has been said for the last fifty years, of an honorary member in our community, is 

thousands of times every year. I do not le- not so easily won. Trusts, responsibilities, 

iterate the sentiment, therefore, for its ori- interests, vaster in amount, more sacred in 

ffinality ; nor even fur its importance; but character, than ever before in the providence 

for the Sdke of inquiring,— in what manner of God were committed to ^y people, have 

this work is to be done? It has long seemed been committed to us. The great experiment 

to me that it would be more honorable to of Republicanism-— of the capacitv of man 

oar ancestors, to praise them, in words, less ; for self-government — is to be tried anew, 

bat in deeds, to imitate them more. It from which wherever it has been tried, — ^in Greece, 

their realms of blessedness, they could ad* in Bome. in Italy— has failed, through an 

dress us, would they not say ? ' Prove the incapacity in the people to enjo^ liberty with- 

iineerity ef your wordst by imitating the out abusing it. Another trial is to be made. 

examples you profess to admire. The inher- whether mankind will eojey more and suffer 

UiBce we left you is worthless, unless you less, under the ambition aiid ranecity of an 

have inherited the spirit also by which it was irresponsible parliament , or of iire^poasible 

toqaiffd. The boon we would bequeath to parties ;-»under an hereditary soreieigQ who 



mxMtt, at k^y pvo?6 his right to dMtr#7» by couiftinf of miny milliou-^apendi upoa 
•hovving his birth, oninder mobt» w&ich are' theadmimftration of agovammeMt — there la 
like wild beasts, that prove thair right to de- something sublime and awfal in the mere 
your by shewing their teeth. A vacant con- contemplation of the interests committed to 
tinent is here to be filled up wi^h innumera- rulers ; and we see the reasonableness of the 
ble millions of human beings, who may be requsition that they should rule in righteous- 
happy through our wisdom, but must be mis- neas. 

erabie through our folly. Religion — the ark Without going any deeper into the philos- 
of God — which, of old times, was closed ophy of the subject than the mere consideri^ 
that it might not be profaned — is here thrown tioos of these two facts — the progressive in- 
open to all, whether Christian, Jew or Pa- crease of the human family, and the stationa-^^ 
gan ; and yet is to be guarded from desecra- ry size of the planet on which they reside— 
tion and sacrilege, lest we perish with a that is, the impossibility of our pulling down. 
deeper perdition than ever betel any other and building greater, for the race, as we 
people. would to meet tne wants ot an enlarging house- 

These are some of the interests committed hold ; I think we are authorized to imer that 

to our keeping; — these are some of the du- it was the design of God at the creation that 

ties we have to discharge. These duties, too, men should live together in large companies 

are to be discharged by a people,who are lia- or communities. As the race multiplies, 

ble to alienation from each other by all those and the un-enlargeable tenement becomes 

natural jealousies which spring from section- crowded, mankind must obviously live to- 

al interests, from discordant local institutions, gether, either as social beings, or as canhi- 

from differences in climate, language, and bals — for mutual improvement, or for mutual 

ancestry. We are exposed to the jealousies sustenance. And though the theory of the 

which bad men — or which goed men, whose latter relation would derive much support 

knowledge is disproportioned to their zeal,may from history, yet it seems to me clear that the 

engender amongst us. And, on many ques- former is the will of Heaven, 

tions of equal delicacy and magnitude, are we If then, men live together as a people or 

not already armed and marshalled against nation in a social capacity, there must obvi- 

each other, rather than allied and sworn for ously be some exposition or expression 

common protection ? of the national will, in a system of laws. 

In this exigency, X affirm that we need fn more or less definite, for common guid- 

more of wisdom and rectitude than we pos- ance. 

sees. Preparations for our present condition But it would always be imporsible that the 

have been so long neglected that we now first Legislature should foresee and provide 

have a double duty to perform. We have not for all future contingencies ; and hence the 

only to propitiate to our aid a host of good necessity of a perpetual succession of Legis- 

spirit%but we have to exorcise a host of evil latures to supply defects, and to meet emer- 

ones. Every aspect of our affairs, public and gencies as they arise. But again ; laws are 

private, demonstrates that we need, for their general, while all the cases arising under 

successful management, a vast accession to them are particular ; — and therefore, govein- 

the common stock of intelligence and virtue, ment must exercise another function. — that 

But intelligence and virtue are the product uf of expounding and applying the law. This 

cultivation and training. They do not spring function is Judicial, and wholly difierent 

up spontaneously. As yet, all Utopias be- from the Legislative. The latter de<^lares, 

lon^ to fiction and not to history ; and these generally, what the rule shall be; the for- 

fietions have so little verisimilitude that ages mer, specifically, to what cases or circum- 

have passed since the lat»t one was written, stances the rule shall be applied. And once 

We need, therefore, unexampled alabrityand more; — the law, as it comes from the Legis- 

energy in the application o( all those influ- lature, and the decision, as it comes from the 

ences and means which promise the surest Court, have no inherent, self-executing pow- 

and readiest returns of wisdom and probity, er. The parchment on which they are writ* 

both public and private. ten, would moulder and crumble, and leave 

This is my subject on the present occasion ; no vestige behiLd, if the governnient had not 

^-a demonstration that our existing means also been vested with an Executive pbw^r — 

for the promotion of iatelligence and virtue the power of execution — the prerogative of 

are wholly inadequate to the support of a Re- making things to be, as the Legislature and 

publican government If the facts I have the Court have said they ought to be. It is 

to offer should abate something from our na- «bvious, then, that the simplest govern- 

tional vain-glory and presumption, I hope ment has various attributes ; and if Heav- 

tbcy may add as much to national prudence en has ordained the existence of human gov- 

and foi«thought. ernment, it must also have ordained the 

The sovereignty of a great nation is surely existence and exercise of this variety of attri- 

one of the most precious of earthly trusts, butes. 

The happiness or misery which a government And further, I deem it no unauthorized as- 

dispenscs, has dimension in two directions sumption, to claim as a postulate — a point to 

—depth, ae well as superficial extent. It be conceded in the outset,— at least by all 

not only reaches widely around, amongst con- who are not atheists-— that, as God is a being 

temporaries; but lar downwards amongst of infinite wisdom and goodness, no #part of 

poeterity.' Hence, as the well-being of ma- Hii universe can be successfully adizuhitfter- 

By HBWitio ni ■ e t ch of tfaMe geoentione ed «icept upoa the principlea of k&owl* 



kifib tni Tirtiie. Heeould neithi^ litva ore- ' ^ b.tllftlMi^%tclin Ji|lit a faHiai^^Q^tiiri 

atad nor ordainod anght in violati<iii of hia sirndbility to Qod shd man* or witiif jmhIbi^ 

owQ nature. He could not hate created any at rindietive, as ever actuated the ;&itiik 

race of intellectaal and moral beings, standinK ministry when they passed the Stamp-natttor 

in such relations to each other, tnat universal denounced Adams and Hancock as tnitoni 

selfishnsss and false knowledge should result and eloated, in imagmatien, over their «i«v 

in ihe public good. And this we may affirm t^red bodies. No! Our fathers gava UMir 

not only of all things which now exist, but of pledge of *fortune, life and sacred honors^' 

all things which may spring from present ex- and redeemed it to the letter, that heia^ om • 

istances. For the goodness and wisdom of this broad theatre of acontinant which spraad 

the Creator are not limited to those things around them, and with time before tham^ 

which we see and understand, but they ex- their descendents might work out that.|;ljDri«- 

ist every where ; — ^just as the beautiful rain- ous destiny for mankind — that regauBntioii» 

baw of the summer shower is not confined to that deliverance from the fetters of ifOtt 

the bright arch which gladdens our eyes, but which had bound the body, and from tlia 

glows wherever sunbeam and rain-drop letters of error that had bound the aaol — 

meet, and only needs an eye rightly placed, which the prophets and apostlea ot libarty» 

in order to be reen. in all ages, haid desired to see, but bad not 

If then God made man a social being, and seen, 
therefore made it necessary that he should I have said that all govemmants, even thft 
live in a community with his fellows, and despotic or autocratic, must axercisa tfarcta 
that this community should have laws bind- distinct functions, the Legislative, iudkiai 
ing them together, as one moral entity; He und Executive ; and that to administar any- 
made it also necessary that these laws should government, fitly and according to its plan* it 
be founded in wisdom and equity, and observ- requires a certain amount <^ capacity, and 
ed with fidelity ; and every departure from responsibleness 1o rijht. And no govarmnaBt 
these great principles, either in the foima* whatever, — Russia, Turkey, Algiers, — csaiba 
tiou or the observance of the laws, must be so simple as not to include these three attri-' 
followed, inevitably, by a corresponding de- botes, in the last analysis, 
gree of loss and harm. This is as obvious, as But it is most important to obsarva fur- 
that a machine must be operated according ther, that whatever adds to the complaxity* 
to the principles of its construction. The of any system of government, increases tha 
operator must have so much of the inventor's difficulties and hazards of administering it* 
mind, as to work the machine on the inven- and multiplies and heightens the temptationa 
tor's plan. The application of a divergent to abuse. Hence the obvious necessi^, with, 
force will at least impair its working — of a any augmentation of difficulties and (ungara, 
counter-force, will destroy it. It is solely of additional wisdom and rectitude, as guar- 
through a departure from these principles of antics against failure, 
wisdom and goodness, that mankind have To apply this remark : however simple aur 
suffered miseries which history cannot record government may be in theory, it has proved 
nor imagination conceive. The civil tyrant in practice, the most complex governmsat on 
has cast nations, as one man, into his fiery earth. It is now an historical fact, that mere 
alembic, that from the happiness of them all, questions for legislative interposition, and for 
he might distil one drop to stimulate his judicial exposition and construction, hava 
foulest appetites ; and the ecclesiastical ty- arisen under it, during the period of its -ex- 
rant, not content with robbing mankind ot the istence, ten 1o one, than have arisen, during 
precious blessings and joys of religion on thesame length of time, under any other form 
earth, has carried his spoliations into etemi- of government in Christendom. We are 'a 
ty. In this western world, a portion of the Union made up of twenty-six States, — anation 
race have reclaimed their freedom ; but this composed of twenty six nations ; — and even 
is not a freedom to disobey the laws of our beyond the bounds of these, (he Fedenlhead 
nature, or to exempt ourselves from their pen- is responsible for the fate of several vastter- 
alties when broken. It is simply a freedom ritories, and of numerous Indian tribe*, 
to use our own reason in attempting to dis- Amongst the componmt States, there is the 
cover what those laws are, and our own iree- greatest variety of customs, institutions and 
will in obeying them ; and thus to perform religions. We have the deeper, inbred dif- 
the conditions, under which alone, a rational ferences of different ancestry and language; 
and free being can fulfil his destiny. for our people are of the lineage of all na- 

It is impiety towards the memory of our tions. Our pursuits for gaining sobsistanca 

fathers to suppose that they contended mere- are various ; and such is the diversity of soil 

ly tor the transfer of the source of misgov- and climate, that they must always continue 

ernment from one side of the Atlantic ro the to be so. One portion is agricultural, another 

other. If we were to be governed forever by manufacturing. In one section, tha natural 

ignorance and profligacy, it mattered little productions of the earth, in forests idiove tha 

whether that ignorance and profligacy should the surface or in minerals beneath it, are in- 

reside in King George, or in King Numbers exhaustibly rich; while of the natural produc- 

— only as the latter King being much stronger tions of another region, it has been • grapbi- 

than the former, and subject to the ferocity cally mid, that they consist of *granita and 

without the imbecility of madness, is capa- ice.' This region is the Naw n^w^**^ £1 

bla of committing far' wider havoc upon hu- Dorado — whose 'sranite and ica,' howavert 

USan walddre than tha former. A Tuter may are tmnad into gold, byinduatry and a^tafi 
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piuki- " Mmm tiu'Vety tfentre of ovr tern- equate Th« most eonicioiitiou0 men, in oat 
Utiyt m lim im dnwn^ on one tide of which State or piaeo» are liable to be catechised ont 
all labor it yolnntary; while, on the oppo- of office, or superseded for performiDg their 
site «ide, the system of involuntary labor, or duty in it, by one party; while, in anothor 
Mnritnde prevails. This is a fearful ele- State or place, others are subjected to the 
mtnt of reptigaance— penetrating not only same fate, for belonging conicieotiously, to 
through all social, commercial and politi- the opposite party. It actually happened, a 
oil relations, tut into natural ethics ana re- few years since, that that great statesman and 
Ugfcm* jurist, Edward Livingston, lost bis election to 
■ In addition to the multitude of questions Congree£, in New Orleans, because he had 
te^^lecision, is the mode of decidiug them, honestly espoused one side of an important 
This,' indeed, is the grand distinctive feat- question; and, at the same election, John 
nrei of our government. The questions which Sergeant of Philadelphia lost his, because he 
mriso for decision, are submitted, not to one had honestly espoused the other side ; — and 
nam, nor to a triumvirate, nor to a Council of so both were excluded from the councils of 
Fiva Hundred, but to millions. The number the nation. Under similar circumstances, it 
of Votes given at the last presidential elec- often happens that the, places of such men 
tion, was nearly two millious and a half, are filled by some mere negation of a man. 
When the appointed day for making the de- or by some political harlequin who is ready to 
cisien arrives, the question must be decided, enter oh the stage, in any dress that pit or 
whether the previous preparation which has gallery may call for. Now 1 would ask any 
bee^ made for it, be much, or little, or none sober and reflecting man, whether he would 
at alL And, what is extraordinary, each not prefer to have his own and his courltry's 
voter helps to decide the* question as much interests, represented on the floor of Con- 
by not voting as by voting. If the question gress, by individuals such as those above 
is io vaster complicated that any one has named, though widely differing from him 
Bet time to make up his mind in relation to on a particuur point, rather than to have 
it; or if any one is too conscientious to act them represented by a base party chame- 
from conjecture, in a case of magnitude, and lion, who always reflects the political corn- 
therefore stays Irom the polls, another, piexion of the district he re8ides in; — or 
who has no scruples about acting iguorantly outdoing the chameliun himself, changes (o 
or from caprice or malevolence, votes; and, the complexion of the district he means to 
in the absnice of the former, decides the go to? 

question against the right. But it is not the legislative branch only of 
The founders of our government, indeed, our government, into which the power of the 
intended to increase the responsibility, by people directly enters. As jurors, they de- 
limitiBg the number of its depositaries in the cide almost all questions of fact in the judi- 
lastreeort. Hence, in framing the Constitu- cial department. As witnesses, they are the 
tion, they gave a two years' tenure of office to medium for furnishing the facts themselves 
the Representatives, one of six years to Sena- to which the court applies its law ; and here 
tors, and of four years to the President ; and the witness may be said to govern the court ; 
In their contemporaneous expositions of that for, accordingly as be testifies to one thing or 
instrument, they declared that the incumbents its opposite, onclegal principle or its oppo» 
of these offices, during their official term, site arises in the judge's mind, and is ap« 
shouid act according to their own best knowl- plied to the case. And again, in the ab- 
edge and ability, irrespective of the vacilla- sence of a standing army, the people are the 
1 ions of party, or the gusts of popular cla- only reliance of the executive nowcr for 
roor. Indeed, so nins the oath of office — no enforcing either an act of Legislatuie or 
jirovision being made — no saving clause be- a decree of the Court, which meets resist- 
ing inserted — allowing a man to vote any way aiice. 

and all ways, according to any change among 1 might advert to another prominent circum- 
his constituents, or the bearing of his vote stance, showing tlie difficulties and dangers 
upon his next election. that beset our course. Our government, be- 
But, through the practice of extorting ing representative as it regards the people, 
pledges from a candidate before the election; and federative as it regards tl e States, is new 
thongh the doctrine or right of instruction, in the history of the race. It has no prece- 
as it is called, while one continues in office ; dent on the file of nations. We have no ex- 
and emphatically, by the besom ef destruc- perience ot others, dorived from similar ex- 
tion with which a man,who dares to act in ac- periments, to guide us. Hence our only resort 
cerdance with the dictates of his own judg- is, to see as far as we can, to grope where we 
ment and ^ conscience, against the will or cannot sec, and to plunge where we cannot 
whim of his constituents, is swept into poli< grope. But I leave this fact and its natural 
tical annihilation, the theoretical independ- consequences to be traced out by each one for 
ence of the Representative — Senator— Presi- himself. 

dentate, to a great extent, abrogated. In- If then every government — even the sim- 

stead of holding their offices for two, six, plest — requires talent and probity for its suc- 

ind four years, respectively, they are minute cessful administration ; and if it demands 

men ; and maiqr of them examine each mail these qualities in a higher and higher degree, 

to«M what their oaths mean, until the arrival in proportion to its complexity, and its new- 

oftHeMort. ness; then does our government require this 

pma Hum reprewntation is fiunt and inad- tidejit and probity, to an extent indefinitely 



beyond tbftt of uqrotte irluch eTor otiiM. tini bit cbaril^— it it Hit hnmf and tiw 

And if, in all ffoyeniineati, witdom and good- bla^hemy of believing vod avowing, that 

nest in the rnler, are iaditpentable to the tbeinfinitely good and all-wite Anther of the 

dignity and happiness of the subject; then, universe persists in creating and tustainiag a 

in a government like our own, wliere all are race of beings, who, by a law of their nature, 

rulers, all must be wise and good, or we must are forever doomed to suffer all the atrocitits 

eufier the alternative of debasement and mis- and agonies of misgovernment, either from 

ery. It is not enough that a bare majority tbe hands of others, or from their own. The 

ehould be intelligent and upright, while a doctrine of the inherent and necessary disa- 

largo minority is ignorant and corrupt. Even bility of mankind for selt-government should 

insucli a state, we should be a house divided be regarded, not simply with denial, bnt 

against itself, which, we are taught, cannot with execration. To sweep so foul a creed 

stand. Hence knowledge and virtue must from the precincts of truth, and utterly to 

penetrate society, through and through, consume it, rhetoric should become a whirl- 

We need general intelligence and inte^ity as wind and logic fire. Indeed, I have never 

we need our daily bread. A famine in the known a man who desired the establishment 

latter, would not b» more faltd to natural ot monarchical and aristocrafical institutions 

health and life, than a dearth in the- former, amongst us, who had not a mental reserve- 

to political health and life. tion» that, in such case, he and his fandly 

Two dangers then, equally fatal, impend should belong to the arivileged orders, 

over us ; — the danger of ignorance which Still, if asked the broad question, whether 

^^ does not know its duty, and the danger of man is capable of self-government, I mutt an- 

vice which, knowing, contemns it. To en- ewer it conditionally. If by man, in the io- 

eure prosperity, the mass of the people must quiry, is meant the Feejee Islanders ; or the 

be both well informed, and uprignt; but it is convicts at Botany (Bay ; or tbe people of 

ob V ous thfit one portion of them may be hon- Mexico and of some of the Souih American 

est but ignorant, while the residue are edu- Republics, (so called;) or those as a clatt, 

cated but fraudful. in our own country, who can neither read 

When, therefore, we say that our govern- nor write ; or those who can read and write, 

ment must be administered by adequate and who possess talents and an education by 

knowledsje, and according to the unchanged- force of wnich they ^et treasury, or post of- 

blc pririciples of rectitude, we mean thac it fice, or bank appointments, and then abscond 

must.be administered by men wno have ac- with all the money they can steal ;^-i an- 

aci]iiired this knowledge, and whose conduct swer unhesitatingly that man, or rather *uek 

ie guided by these principles. The knowl- mm, are not fit for self-government Fatui- 

edge and virtue we need are not abstraetions, ty and guilt are no more certain to ruin an 

idealities, bodiless conceptions; — they must individual, or a family over which they pre- 

be incarnated in human form, imbodied ' in side, than they are to destroy a goveiiunent, 

tbe living head and heart ; they must glow into whose rule they enter. Pelitict have 

with such fervid vitality as to burst forth been beautlfUUy defined to be the art of mc- 

ppontaneously into action. Instead of our ^mjg;- apeople happy. Such men have no 

talking so much of these qualities, they must such art ; but, with power in their hands, 

be such a matter of course as not to be talk- they would draw down personal, and dis- 

ed of. pense universal misery. 

Such must have been the theory of those But if, on the other hand, the inquiry be, 
who achieved our Independence, and framed whether mankind are not endowed with those 
the or^'inic law of our government. They germs of intelligence and those eusceptibUi- 
did not brave the terrors of that doubtful ties of icoodness, by which, under a perfectly 
etrugele, to escape from a supposed one- practicable system ef cultivation and training 
headed monster on the other side of the At- they are able to avoid the evils of despotism 
lantic, into the jaws of a myriad-headed and anarchy ; and also, of those frequent 
monster on this side. No ! we should rob changes in national policy which are but one 
the patriots of the Revolution of their purest remove from anarchy ; — and to hold stead- 
glory, did we not believe that the means of fastly on their way in an endless career of 
eelf-elevation and self-purification, for the improvement — then, in the full rapture of 
whole people, was an infinitely higher ob- that joy and triumph which springs from a 
ject with them, than immunity from pecu- belief in the goodness of Grod and the pro- 
niary burdens. Our fathers did not go to the gressive happiness of man, I answer, they 
British king, like a town pauper, demanding are able. 

exemption from taxes : but they went, like But men are not bom in the lull postestion 

hii^h-priests ot God, to reclaim the stolen ofsuch an ability. They do not necetsarily 

ark of Liberty — and to bring Dagon upon develop any such ability, as they grow up 

his face, again and again, till it should be re- from infancy to manhood. Competency to 

etored. fill so high a sphere can be acquired only by 

With the heroes and sages and martys of the cultivation of natural endowmentt, and 

those days, I believe in the capability ot man the subjugation of inordinate propentities. 

for self-government — my whole soul thereto We laugh to scorn the idea of a man's being 

most joyously consenting. Nsy, if there be bom a ruler or lawgiver — whether King or 

any heresy among men, or blasphemy against Peer ; — ^but men are bom capable of BiaJcing 

God, at which the philosopher might be al- laws and bein^ rulers, just as much in the 

* )owe4 to foxiget hit equanimity, and the Chris- Old World at u the New. With nt» every 
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vottr it a mler and a law*maker* and there^ accessicm of powers. New trusti of ina^pr^* 

fore it is no leM absurd to say, here, that a ciable value and majarnitude were H vriv^O 

man is fit to be a voter by right of nativity or upon the old agents and w on their su Ci»- 

naturalization, than it is, in the language of sors, irrevocably 

the British constitution, toaay that man shall Now the rule of common sense applicable 

be Sovereign, or Lord, by hereditary descent, to analogous cases, applies emphatictiliy 

Qualification, in both cases, is something su^ here : — confide your fortunes only to the 

peradded to birth or citizenship ; and hence, hands of a faithful and competent a^ent; or 

unless we take adequate means to supply if, through legal limitation or restriction, they 

this qualification to our voters, the Bishop must pnss into the hands of one at pri^i-nt 

of London or the Duke of Wellington may unqualified to administer them; speud half, 

sneer at us for believing in the hereditary —spend nine-tenths of the fortune itself, 

right to vote, with as good a grace as we can if need be, to qualify the new agent for his 

at them, for believing in the hereditary right duty. 

to rule. If, at the epoch to which I have referred. 

And here a fundamental question arises— there was any class cf men who beli ved that 

the most important question ever put in ^ela* republican institutions contain an inheient 

tlon to this people^-whether, when our gov- and indestructible principle of self-pun fica- 

emment was changed from the hereditary tion, — who believed that a Rfpnblic Inim the 

■ right to rule, to the hereditary right to vote, necessity of its nature is infallible .«nd incor- 

any corresponding measures were taken to ruptiSle, and like a beautiful goddess, erdow* 

prevent irresponsible voters from abusing ed with immortal vouch and puiity; or, if 

their power, as irresponsible rulers had abus- there is any class of men at the present day 

ed theirs. Government is a siewanlshlp, al- holdi'^g this faith, — ^t,t me 8ay it is as fatal 

ways held by a comparatively small portion an error as was ever harbored by the human 

of those whose happiness is dependent upon mind; because it belongs to th:)t class of 

its acts. Even with U9, in States where the errors which blind wtiile they meudce,-^ 

right of suffrage is roost extensive, far less whose deadly shaft is unseen until it quivers 

than a quarter part of the existing popula- in the heart. A republican government is 

tion, sway the f »)rtunes of all the rest — to say the visible manifestation of the pe(>pie*s in- 

nothing of their power over the welfare of visible soul. Through the ballot-box, the 

posterity. Thi^ precious deposit in the latent will bursts out^ into authnrirauve 

hands ot the foreign steward had been abused; action. In a republican government th»* 

we reclaimed it I'rom his possession, and baliot*box is the urn of fate ; yet no god 

divided it amongst thousands ; but what shakes the bowl or presides over the lot. ^ It 

guaranty did we obtain from the new depo- the ballot-box is open to wisdom and patriot- 

•itaries, that our treasure should not be squan- ism and humanity; it is equally open to igno- 

dered or embezzled,as wantonly or wrongful- ranee and treachery, to pride arid envy, to 

Iv as before ? It is more difficult to watch contempt for the poor or hostility towards 

the million than the individual. It is a case, the rich. It is the loosest filter ever devised 

too, where the law of bond of suretyship doed to strain out impurities. It gives equal in- 

not apply; because, when the contract is bro- gress to whatever comes. No masses of sel- 

ken we have none to apply to for redress save nshness or fraud, no foul ag^egations of cujpi- 

the contractor and surety, who themselves dity or profligacy, are so ponderous «r bufky 

have violated their obligation. There is but as to meet obstruction in its capacious gorge. 

one practicable or possible insurance orfi:age. The criteiia of a right to vote respect citi- 

and that is, the capacity and conscientious- zenship, age, residence, tax, and, in a lew 

iiess of the fiduciary. cases, property ; but no inquiry can be put 

When the Declaration of Independence whether th« applicant is a Cato or a Catiline. 

^was carried into eflect, and the Constitution To secure fidelity in the dipcharsre of duties, 

^of the United Spates was adopted, the civil an oath is imposed on the most unimportant 

'and political relations of the generation then officers — constables, clerks, surveyors of 

^ living and of all succeeding ones, were roads, of lumber, leather, fish — while the 

cl)anged. Men were no longer the same just exercise of this highest function of the 

' men, but were clothed with new rights and citizen, by which law-makers, law expound- 

• responsibilities. Up to that period, so far as ers, and executive officers are alike created, it 

' government was concerned, they might have secured by no civil sanction. In all business 

' been ignorant ; — ^indeed, it has generally been transactions, especfally where any doubt or 

held that where a man's only duty is obedi- distrust attaches to character, we reduce our 

enee, it is better that he should be ignorant ; stipulations to writing ; but in conferring the 

for why should a beast of burden be endow- rignt to vote, we take no promise before- 

ed with the sensibiiicies of a man I Up to hand that it shall be honestly exercised, 

that period, so far as government was con- hot do we reserve to ourselves any ri^ht of 

cwned, a man might have been unprinci- subsequent redress, should the privilege be 

pled and flagitious. He had no access to the abused. 

statute-book to alter or repeal its provi- In some States, the law provides that the 

•ions, 80 as to screen his own violations of name of every voter shall be eudorsed uiion 

the moral law- from punishment, or to legal- the ballot he gives. Suppose, in some of c>ur 

iaee the impoverishment and ruin of his fel- angry political contests, tne motives of evety 

. low*being8. But with the new institutions, voter were written upf»n his baUot» to that 

there oame new relations, and an immense they should all be as legible to man* ca t^M 
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fieriorto eompel the dependent, through established for the edacitionofthe wliok 
ftar or hribory, to vote agminit his judg- people. These schools should have-beeii 
nent, involves the baseness as well as the of a mere perfect character than any which 
guilt of subornation of treason. Had this have ever yet existed. In them, the prin- 
been done, our days of election would nev- cipies of morality should have been copi- 
er have been, as they now so often are,days eusly intermingled with the principle! 
of turbulence, and Bacchanalian riot, of in- of science. Cases of ccnscience should 
suiting triumph or revengeful defeat ; but have alternated with lessons in the rudi- 
they would have been days of thoughti\iI- ments. The mtiltipli^ation table should 
nessand of solemnity, — such as befit a day not have been more iamiliar nor more fre- 
whose setting snn will witnees the ruin or quently applied, than the rule, to de to 
ti.e rescue of so much of human welfare. others as we would that they should do un- 

Had this been done, our pioneer settlers to us. The lives ef great and good men 
wouldnot have abandoned their homee, for should have been held up for admiration 
the western wilderness, until they could and example; and especially the life and 
have carried all the blessed influences, — character of Jesus Christ,as the sublimest 
the power and the spirit of education, — pattern of benevolence, of purity, of self- 
with them. No prospect o^ wealth would sacrifice, ever exhibited to mortaU. In ev- 
have tempted them to leave a land of mor- ery course of studies, all the practical and 
al culture for a moral desert. Then our preceptive parts of the Gospel should have 
civilization, as it expanded, would have been sacredly mcluded; and all dogmatic- 
been laden with blessings. We might, in- al theology and sectarianism sacredly ox- 
deed, have subjugated less territory by the eluded. In no school should the Bible have 
arts of industry and enterprise; but, as a been opened to reveal the sword of the po- 
thousand fold requital for this, we should lemic, but to unloose the dove of petfce. 
have subjugated fewer aborigines by fraud I have thus endeavored to show, that 
and violence. Instead of the unenviable with universal suffrage, there must be uni- 
power which belongs to the sward, we verstl elevation of character, intellectual 
should have enjoyed the godlike pow- and moral, or there will be universal mis- 
er which resides in beneficence. management and calamity. 

And until this work of improvement is Let us now, in the first place, inquire 
done — until this indifference of the wealthy whether there is at present, in this ceun- 
and the educated towards the masses shall try, a degree of intelligence sofiicient for 
cease, and legislative bounty shall atone for the wise administration of its affairs. If 
past penuriousnesB, there can be no seen- there is sufficient intelligence in the aggre- 
rity for any class or description of men, nor gate people, then there must be sufficient 
for any interest, human or divine. With in the individual members; and, if there 
additional thousands of voters, every year is not sufficient in the individual members, 
crossing the line of manhood to decree the then there is not sufficient in the eggre- 
destiny of the nation, without additional gate. 

knowledge aud morality, things must ac- The last census of the United States 
celerate from worse to worse. Amid in- shows the round number of five hundred 
creasing darkness and degeneracy, every and fifty thousand persons, over the age of 
man's rights may be invsded through leg- twenty years, unable to read and write. — 
islation — through the annulment of char- From no inconsiderable attention devoted 
ters or the abrogation ef remedies ; — and to this and kindred topics, 1 am convinced 
through the corruption of jurors, or even that the above number, great as it is, is far 
of one juror on the pannel of twelve, every below the truth. I will state one or two 
man's right of redress may be denied for of the reasons, among many, which have 
the grossest aggressions. As parties alter- led me to this conclusion, 
nate, the rich may now be plundered of a There is no part ef our country where a 
life of ^ains; and now, through vindictive man would not prefer to be accounted ^le 
legislation, the arms of the laboring man to read and write, rather than to be written 
struck dead by his side. And if, amid down according to the preference of Dog- 
these scenes, even Washington should berry.- To be supposed the possessor of 
arise, and from the battlements of the cap- power and accomplishments is a desire eom- 
itol, should utter a warning voice, the mad men to all men, whether savage or civili- 
populace would hurl him from the Tarpe- zed, or in the intermediate state. The de- 
ian. In fine, in our government, as at puty marshals or assistants who took the 
present administered, or as likely to bead- census travelled from house to house, ma- 
roinistered, the power, even after a choice king the shortest practicable stay at each, 
of rulers, is so far retained by the people They received compensation, by the head, 
as almost to supersede the reality of repre- not by the day, for the work done. Con- 
sentation; and, therefore, if the whole peo- sidering the time to which they wove lim- 
ple be not equsi to the business entrusted ited, more was required of them thanco^d 
to them — ^the mass, like any individual,will be Uioroughly and accurately peifomed. 
assuredly ruin what they do not under- The most credible sources of information 
stand. would be the heads of ianmies ; but as 

1 have eaid that sohoohi should havebecA these might not always he at home, they 
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Weve tllowftd to reeeiTd tUtemento ftom Herd l*t th« ftudieiMd tntrk |»art(ctittM« 
p«riwns oTertiztMn years of agre. It must Written application wai to be made Ibr t 
often hare happened that the import of the marriage lioense. Ihe rndimental or el« 
qneatfone proposed by them was not fully ementary eduoati n which a person ob- 
nnderstood. Thvir informants were sub- tarns, usually precedes marrisge. After 
]eeied to no test,— their bare word bein|r this climacteric, people rsrely go to school 
accredited. The very question would im- to learn r^^ading and writing. The infnr- 
ply disparagement, and would often be re- mation, here given, wss obtained from ive 
garded as an insult, by those wbo saw no city and borough, as well as from ninf ty- 
reason for putting it. A new source of three county courts, (» he whole number of 
error weuld exist in any want of fidelity in counties in the State being one hendred 
the agent; and who can suppese, amon g sn and twenty-three;) — not, therefore, in the 
many, that all were taithful ? It is well dark interior only, but in the bleip ef itty 
known too, that no inconsiderable number illumination. The fact was commUnieated 
of persons gave false i< formation when in. by the governor of a proud State to the 1e* 
quired of by the deputies, — either through gislature of the snme. Each case waseub- 
a wanton or mischievous disposition, or jected to an infallible test, for no man wt o 
through a fear that the census was only a could make any scrawl in the aimilituda 
preliminary step to some tax or other re- of his name, would prefer to ma^e his mark 
quisition, to be made upon them by the and leave it on record. The requisition 
government. was made upon the officers of the ooarts, 

Let me fortify this reasoning with facts, and the evidence was of a documentary or 
In the annual message of Governor Camp, judicial character— the highest known to 
bell of Virginia, to the Legislature of that the law. And what was the result ? Al* 
State, dated January 9th, 1639 — the year most one quarter part of the men applying 
immediately preceding that in which the for marriage licenses were unable to wnt* 
census was taken — I find the following their names! It would be prepesterous to 
statement : — suppose that their intended wives had gax« 

'The importance of an efficient system of ed- ed, from any nearer point than their Eua- 
ueation, embraoini( in its comprehensive and bands, at the splendors ef science. Indeed 
benevolent design, the whole people, cannot be Qqv. Campbell clearly intimates an opiii- 

•^TW^eS.r.Tii^hed by .he clerk, of JOH that the w.men were fcr more ignora.t 

five city and borough courts, and ninety-three ^'^^^ ^'*® men. 

of the county courts, in reply to iiiqaines ad- I ought to add, that an inquiry Biade in 

dressed to them, ascertain, that of those who another part of the same Sute, byoiwof 

applied for marriage licenses, a large number jtg public officers, showed that one third of 

were unable to wiite tneir cam<*s The v^ars .n Iv^.^ «u^ u.i .««i..-j /u,, ^— ;».^i: 

seWt«d for this inquiry were those of 1817. *" those who had applied for a marnagah. 

1837, and 1887 The Btntementfishow thai the cense had made their marks. 

applicants lor marriage licenses in 1817,amount- Now Virginia has a free white population 

ed to four thousand six hundred and eighty- o^er 20 years of age of 389,J'59. One fourth 

two; of whom eWen hundred and twentv-sev- „t ^f this number is 82 489, which, aocor. 

en were ubable to wnte;— five ihonsand and u-^^ *.. *u^ ^^ia^**^^ »*x..<«.4^^ i*« n — 

forty eight in 1827, of whom the numoer una- *^>°g ^ ?n^T» .f "f P'! nted by Gov^r- 

ble to write was eleven hundred and sixty, six; or Campbell, is the lowest possible limit, at 

—and in 18S7, the applicants were four thou- which the minimum of adults unable to 

sand six hundred and fourteen; and of these the read and write, can be stated. But the c^« 

number of one thousand and forty seven were gug number is 68,787 only, making a dif- 

unable to write their, names. From which it fercnce of 23,70S«, er more than 40 pr cent. 

tZ^J:'J^<i'll^:frZ^^ North CaroUna, with a free white Wu^^ 

than it was twenty years ago, when the school *»on over 20 years of age of only 909,639, 

fund was created. The sta- erne nts, it will be n«e tne appalling number, even according 

remembered are partial, not embracing quite all to the census, of 56,609 unable to read and 

the counties, and are moreover confined to one write; or a gieat deal more than one quar- 

sex; . The educition of fenidles, it is to be fear- ter part of the w hole free population, over 

*^-Th?r!l«r2 «nT^«T«\^^^^^^^ 20 years of age, below lero, in the educa- 

There are now m the State two nundred .. "^ i , fl*^4u: ....^u^. _ u u 

th'>u»nd children between the ages of five and tional scale. If to this number we should 

fifteen- Forty thousand of them are reported add 40 per cent, as facts require us to doin 

to bt« poor childrHn; and of them only one half the case of Virginia, we sh-uld find almott 

to be attending schools. It may be safely assu • two-hflhs of the whole adult population of 

med tnat of thoee possessing property, adequate that State in the same Cimmerian night.- 
to the expenses of a plain .education, a large ^ ^ad proposed to pursue this compuU- 

number are growing up in ignorance, for want ..^ • ,Jl,ij ♦^ir««»!,«v«- t«»i«««*<.«/^ o^ 

of schools within convenient distances Of *!.^^\? "«?5^ toKentucky, Tennessee, So. 

those at school, many derive Uttle or no in- Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, Ac, but the 

■tmction, owing to the incapacity of the teach- task is useless and sickening. It must anf- 

eri, as well as to their culpable m gligence and fice to state, in general terms, that th<f num- 

inattention. Thus the number likely to remain ber according to the census, of persons over 




a pueatal Hfirinlnp** South Carolina, 20,615, (witk a ft«6 whllt 
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H i ...to^pnUtion .OT«r 90 yeara ^ ^g^, of only ted StatMh witb the §i^Mptifim.^illx,JH^' 

:' 4il.$6% «iwi with ^^7,038 slaves) Georgia, roein X820«afun9t. wAOio^Mv^f-lllM -bat 

,3tl,717rand Alabama, .22,592; and that, by one vote. Gen.Harriso»'a:p<^aJF«MJOf- 

. .,the Constitnlion of the United States, thest ity also, was nndoubte^;)^ .the...^gaa^by 

.. .il^norani multitudes have the right of vo- which any President of the Unitedi.tiftates 

-ting for Representatives in Congress, not has ever been elected, with, the oxoaiption 

only for themselves, but for th&ir slaves — above-mentioned, of Mr Monroe« and per- 

, £ve slaves being counted as equal to three haps that of General Washin^n, at his 

whites Now, if to the 550,000 free white second election. And yet this majority, 

population, over the age of 20 years, una- large as it was, was about 30,000 leas than 

. ble to read and write, »s shown by tbecen- the estimated number of oar legal voters, 

BUS, we should add only thirty per ct., unable to read and write. 

for its undoubted nnder-estimates, it would No, Fellow>CitizeBs,we have not had for 

incxease the total to more than 700,000. years past, and we shall not have, at least 

X might derive another and a convincing for many years to come, aM election of a 

ar|[ument, from the statistics of education President, or a Congress, or a Govexaor of 

fiven by the census, in regard to our own a State — choseii under written oonstitn- 
tate,to prove their inaccuracy. The same tions, and to legislate and act ujuLsr writ- 
general motives, which would lead to an ten constitutions, whose choice will not be 
under-statement in regard to the number dependent upon, and determini4>^ ^>> 1^ 
of persons unable to read and write, would gal voters, unable to read and write,— vo- 

. lead to an over-statement in regard to the ters who do not know, and cannot know, 

number ofthese attending school. In Mas- whether they vote for King Log, or Kmg 

^'Sachusetts, the whole number of scholars Stork The illustrious and nobie band who 

of all ages, in all our Public Schools, is an- framed. the Constitution of the tJjiion, — 

nually returned by the school committees, Washington, Adams, Franklin, JefTereon, 

—men highly competent to do their duty, Madison — who adjusted all.the principles 

: familiar with the subject, and possessing which it contains,by the line and. the plum- 

.. ihe most ample and ezaot means of infor- met, and weighed tue words which describe 

. : mation. By those returns, it appears that them in scales so nice as to tremble be- 

:.ihe whole number of scholars who were in neath the dust of the balance — expended 

all our Public Schools, any part of the time the energies of their mighty niin^ to per- 

dnring our school year 1840-41, (the year feet an instrument,which before ntuf a cen- 

in which the census was taken) was but tury should pass away, was doomed to be 

I55^041,and the average attendance was, in administered, controlled, expounded, by 

winter 116,308, and in summer, 96,892; — men unaoleto read and write. The power 

w.hile the iiumber given in the census, is of Congress over all the ^reat social and 

''1$6,361. economical interests of this vast country ; 

But without seeking any closer approxi- the orbits in which the States are to move 

tnation to so. unwelcome a truth let us sup- around the central body in the system ; — 

pore, that we have but 700,000 free white the functions of the Executive who b^de 

persons in the United States, over the ago in his hands the army and the navy, ma- 

of twenty years, unable to read and write; nages all diplomatio relations witn for- 

andfiirther^ that only one quarter part of eign powers, and can involve the conn- 

;th(Blie]afe voters, — that is, we will deduct try, at any time, in the horrors of war; and 

one half for females, and allow one half of that grand poising power, the Supreme Jn- 

' the male moiety to be persons, either be- diciary, appointed to be the presiaing mtel- 

' iween twenty and 21, or unnaturalized, ligence over the system, to harmonize ita 

!i(which, considering the States where the motions and to keep its attracting anddi- 

'jrteat mass of this Ignorance belongs, is a vergent tendencies in equilibrium ;—4l11 

i most liberal. allowance, because the num- this splendid structure, the vastest and the 

ber of ignorant immigrants is much less at nicest ever devised by mortals, — is under 

' th^ South than at the North) and we should the control of men who are incapable of 

then have 175,000 voters, unable to read reading one word of the language which 

aiid write. describes its frame- work, and defines its ob^ 

Now at the last presidential election, jects and its guards — incapable of reading 

when every voter net absolutely in his one word of contemporaneous exposition, 

winding sheet was carried to the polls — of antecedent history, or of subsequent de- 

when the harvest-field was so thoroughly velopments, and therefore ready to make 

ewept that neither stubble nor tares were it inclade any thing, or exclude any thing, 

left fbr the gleaner — at that election, the as their blind' passions mav dictate. Pba- 

majority for the successful candidate was eton was less a fool when he mounted the 

' 14e,081 — about 30,000 less than theestima- chariot to drive the horses of the son, than 

ted number of legal voters in the United ourselves, if we expect to reach the zenith 

States, unable to read and write. At this of prosperity and happiness under such 

'iBlection it is also to be remembered, a lar- guidance ! 

'^ger majority of the electoral votes was giv- I have spoken ofthese only who might 

'.Eli t« the raccessflil eandidate than was ev- as well have lived before Cadmus ioTeated 

'•t given to ^liny ^e^ President of the Uni- letters, as in the middk of thw BiMtetath 
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' ^^ntdxy .' Bnl it il to be'remembereii there virtiunir. wiJl lie the hitoittateiite by which 
' It na liiioeeiipied ipaoe-^^Ae bread Hbc of « warfare, destroetiTe inttteend alike to 
dehfUroitftioii betwe^ii thfe totally iflmorant victonand Tanqunhed, will be waged. — 
:atMl th<» eonl))eteiitly learned. Between Let the spirit and tone ot our oonfreenon- 
meridian and midnight, a dim and long al and legislative speech -makersi and the 
twilight itatervenes. language of the political press, thronghout 
If the seven hundred thousand, who, in the countrj, decide the question, whioh of 
one particular, surpass the most learned of the aboye described classes thej consider 
ancient or modern times — because to them themselyes as addressing, 
all written languages are alike — it these are Some have thought that, in a Republic 
the meet numerous class— 'prcbably the next the good and wise must necessarily main- 
most numerous consists of those who know tain an ascendency over the vioious and ig- 
next to nothing— and in reaching the sura- norant. But whence any such moral ne- 
mii of the higMst intelligence, wa should ceesity? The distinctive characteristic of a 
ascend by very easy gradations. Very ma- republic is the greater freedom and power of 
people learn to write their names for bu- its members. A republic is a political oontri- 
■sitioes purposes, whose attainments, at that vance by which the popular voice is coUec- 
- -point, beoome stationary; and it is one cted and uttered, as one articulate and au- 
• ' thing to be juet able to read a verse in the thoritative sound. If then, the people, are 
Bible, tod quite another to understand the unrighteous, that utterance will be unrigh- 
fiiEty^theusand words in common use,among teous . If the people, or a majority ef them 
intelligent men; — ^there being more than a withdraw their eyes from wisdom and equi- 

Sometrical increase in the ideas which ty, — those everlasting lights in the firma- 

Bse words may be made to convey. Nay, ment of truth ; if they sMndon themselves 

it a few of the words, used by an intelli- to party strife, where the triumph of a fiic- 

gent man, are lest to the hearer, through tien, rather than the prevalence of the right, 

nis Ignorance of their meaning, the whole is made the object of contest,— it becomes 

thrift and object of the speaking or writing as certain as are the laws of onmipetence, 

aroioit. The custom so prevalent at the that kuch a comiii unity will express and 

West and South, of ttump-speaking^ as it obey the baser will. 

is significantly but uncouthly called, had Suppose a people to be honest, but un- 
ite origin in the voters' incapacity to read, enlightened either by study or experience; 
How otherwise can a candidate for office and suppose a series of questions to be'eub- 
communicate with ignorant voters? — mtttedto them for decision, more grave and 
Should he publish his views and send them important than were ever before evolved in 
abroad, he must send an interpreter with the history of the race. Suppose farther, 
them; but at a barbecue — amidst the sym. that many of the leading men among them, 
1»athy of numbers, the excitement of visi- and the principal organs which hold oom- 
ole objects, the feast, the flow, the roar, — munication with them, instead of striving 
the most ebtruie points of the Constitution, to enlighten and instruct, only inflame and 
the profbundest questions of national policy exasperate one portion ot them against ane- 
can all be expounded, and men and meas- ther portion, — and in this state of mind 
ures decided upon, to universal satisfac- they proceed to the arbitrameni. Would it 
tion ! not be better, like the old Roman soothsay. 
A clear corollary is dcducible from this ers, to determine the question by the flijrht 
demonstration. If the majority of a self, of birds, or to learn the oracles of fate by in- 
governing people are sober-minded, en- specting the entrails of an animal^ 
lightened, studious of right, capable of com- When a pecuniary question, however 
paring and balancing opposite interpreta- trifling, is to be submitted to a bench of 

' tiens of a fundamental law, or opposite judges, composed of the most learned men 
▼iewe ot a particular system of policy; then in the land, the parties whose interest is at 
all appeals addressed to them in messages, stake, employ eminent ceuxuel, that the 
speeches, pamphlets, and from the thou- whole merits of the case may be develop, 
sand tongued newspaper press, will be ed, and conduce to a just decision. And 
calm, dispassionate adapted at once to elu- the court will not sutferits attention to be 
cidate the subject under considerasion and withdrawn, or its judgment to be diatur- 
to instruot and elevate the mind of the ar- bed, by vilification of an opponent, or flat- 
biters. But, on the other hand, if the peo- tery of the tribunal, or the introduction of 
pie are ignorant, fickle, averse to, or inca- any other irrelevant matter, but rebukes 
pable of patient inquiry, prone to hasty de- them as a personal indignity. Now the 
cisions from plausible appearances, or reck- people have questions to decide infinitely 
less fh>m prejudice or passion, then the de- more important than are ever submitted to 
migogues who address, wiU adapt them- any court- they may have the question of 
selves to the dupes who hear, just as cer- the court's existence to decide on, — and 
tainly, fcs the hunter adapts his lure to the should not they, therefore, demand ef all 
imimal he would ensnare; and flattery, im- their advisers, whether elected or self-oon- 

' poetnre* (itlsehood, the vindication and eu- stituted, a corresponding truthfulness and 

'-.lofy.ef {eUow^pwrtiiana however wieked, gravity? 

f wU mm deflmiatioii oCopponeBtp, hiowtver AU philoeephtii are agreed in regatd to 

9 
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dlthe^fteattnttkioflMtirMomjteliemifitry, ilpdneible UMmlMti^ if not itt lAater»i-"»-W 

•iiginMrin|r^ mechanios, Bavigation ,— if tempted tooifor honttty and spoilsy-^to bid 

any new point ariies, ibey address thf>m- and over-bid for tbeir aerviees, lutil the 

aelres most soberly and eedtilonsiy to its so* venal Hessians are glutted, is this proph- 

Intion; if new instruments are wanted,they ecy, or is it history ? 

prepare them; is they are de6cient in any We look with a kind of contempt as wall 

collateral branch of information, they ac- as abhorrence upon the self styled repab- 

quire it. And yet philosophy hasnoqoes- lies of South A merica, which seem to be 

tions more difficult or important than those founded politically, as well as territorially, 

whieh are decided with us, by a major vote, upon earthquakes. Were it not that so 

Why then should we wonder that on all much of human happiness is involved in 

the great questions which, as yet, have ari- their revolutions, ridicule would overpow* 

■en under our government, — the itierease er indignation at the spectacle they pre- 

or reduction of the army and navy ; peace sent. It is difficult to state the number of 

or war ; tariff or anti-tariff ; interaal im their overturns, and of late years, it has 

provements or no interna! improvements ; seemed hardly worth while to keep the tal- 

ourrency, bank or no bank, subtrersury or ly, but propably the changes of party and 

no sub-treasury; — why should we wonder, of policy in our general government, have 

that on all these and other vital questions, not been mu .h less numerous than theira. 

we should already have precedents and au- In some of our States certainly, the chan- 

thorities on both sides, and every thing as ^cs of party have been so frequent, that 

yr>t unsettled;— nay even a wider diversi- the Moon would be their most appropri- 

ty and a fiercer, conflict of opinien, at the ate coat of arms * 

preient time, than at the foundation of the In one importaut particular, indeed, we have 

government ^ the advantage of our nameeaKes in the 8< uth- 

And while the present state of things ez* em hemi«pnere ; lor our revolutioos of party, 

ista, is it not obvious, that we can neither as y6<, have been bloodless. How long they 

develop the principle's of a true policy, may continue so, even in New England, de- 

nor enjoy the advantages of consistency pends upon the measures we take to give pre- 

even in an erroneous course^ A foreigner dominance to principle over passion, in the 

would naturally inquire how it ie, that with education of ths young, 

anch an extended country and with such To these indisputable facts respecting the 

predominating interests, our parties are so general ignorance ot this country, it cannot be 

equally balanced, — and why it is, that pow- answered, that, stationed at different points, 

er so often shifts hands amongst us, and ri- all over its surtace, with narrow intervening 

vals and competitors are now on this side distances, there are a few men, who have been 

and now on that,like psrtners in a country- bred in collegiate halls, educated in all the 

dance. The answer is obvious, (f any loreof civil policy, and trained to the labcra of 

one party predominates, and triumphs even professional life, who will be eyes to the blind 

to the silencing of opposition, — not thro* and understandings to the foolish, and will 

any sagacity or sanity of its own, but ow- lead the Ignorant in the paths of wisdom. In 

ing to a deep under current of events which ^^e first place, suppose that irreconcilable 

bears it prosperously along,notwithBtanding differences should arise amongst these men ; 

any follies or enormities which may be c»t^ an ignorant and stupid people decde ba- 

committed on the surface; it is easy to sue tween them, with any certainty of not deci- 

that, in a country presenting such diversi- ^i»g i^^ ^*vor of the erroneous? And again ; 

fied interests as onrs, and with knowledge the history of the world shows ancver-prcTOnt 

80 inadequate to a mastery of their rela- desire m mankind to acquire power and privi. 

tions, the defeated and dispersed party can ^^^^' ?^^ ^^. '®^«"» them, when acqmred. 

rally under some new name, and avowing Knowledge, is power ; and the race has »uf. 

some new and plausible purpose, again con- * In the t«rentv-two elections for Governor 

tend for victory. And thus, in an ignorant of the State of New York, which have taken 

community, the decompositton aed recom- place Bincf ihe adoption otthe Federal censtitu- 

position of parties may follow each other ^^^ m 1789, the average majority has be«i 

iL»A««<k» rii. <i»».^n.* *l«»<>.»k «♦ *«T»«*Ao« o'^ly a "tile more than twelve thousand ; and, 

forever. Or, suppose hat each ot two great ^^^^^^^^ ^^^ ^j^^^i^^ ^^ ^^ ^j,en the opposi- 

parties contains a million of tried adhcr- tion wasonly nominal, the average majomy has 
ents,—- of men who may be relied on, who been less than seven thousand ; whilr, accord- 
will not, on the morning of battle, strike ing to the census, the number ot whites in that 
their flag and march over in a body, to the fcitate, over 20 y*- ars ot age, unable to read and 
enemy's ranks;— but suppose that, in ad- ^"'^ »? m-re than 44.00d In Pennsvlvania, 

dition to this loyal million on each side, ]^%^^\TK!''l«''^'^'^ZTnL^^^^ 

.1 u J J -u J to 25,000 It hfcs 88,940 whites, over 20 years 

there are a hundred thousand mere inerce- ^f ^^ ^^^ble to rea^l and write! In Ohio, the 

narios— pohical Swiss, ready to fight on majority has varied from 2,000 (in 1888, and 

either side, and whose only inquiry is, 1880) to KOOO, (last year.) Its number of adult 

which side offers greater pay and greater whites unable to read and Mnritei* 85 894 

plunder;— is it not plain that every ones- „ In th*» presidential election oi 1836, Mr Van 

tion wUl be decided by the hirelings.? Fore- J";;^'^ ^ajority oyjr Hiu-rison a^^^^ 

..«;«^ ^« «,K-* *u« ^/«. »*«k» ^-» ;. 4^ A^ 25,000,— South Carolina cbootiDgher etectora 

seeing on what tha fate ot the day w te de- by tnc Legislature. Atthe next elation. (1840,) 

pea49WiUiiateaehparty»*^t]eaatiUiirre. themajonty,«iillle<9yMite«M^iihuiMM00. 
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ftred aa much from thd usurpers of knowledge, fine, that interest and concern for the welfare 
at from Alexanders or Napoleons. If learn- of inferiors, which should have sprung from 
ing could be mo* opolized by a few individuals motives of philanthropy, must now be ex* 
amongst us, another priesthood, Egyptian or tortcd from motives ot self-preservation. ' As 
Druidical, would speedily arise, boviug the a famine teaches mankind to be industrious 
soulfi of men beneath the burden of their ter- and provident, so do these great oevelop- 
rible superstitious ; or, if learning were more ments teach the more favored claeses of soci- 
widely spread, but still confined to a privi- ety that they n^ver can be safe while they 
ledged oider, the multitude, unable to com- neglect the welfare of any portion of tjheir 
prenend the source of the advantages it con- social inferiors. In a broad survey of the 
ferred, and stimulated by envy and tear, would grand economy of Providence, the lesson of 
speedily extinguish whatever there might be frugality and thrift, which is taught by the 
of light, — ^just as the owl and the bat and the dearth of a single year, is no plainer than 
more, il they were promoted to the govern- this grander lesson of universal beLevoleuce, 
ment of the solar system, would extinguish which the lapse of centuries has been evolv- 
the sun, because its beams arrested their hunt ing, and is now inculcating upon the world, 
for insects and vermin. No ! The whole Yt^s, Fellow-Cilizens, ii is the sublimest 
people must be instructed in the knowledge truth which the history of the race has yet 
of their duties, they must be elevated to a brought to light, that God has so woveii the 
contemplation and comprehension of those fortunes of all men inte one inseparable bond 
great truths on which alone a government like of unity and fellovvship, that it can be well 
ours can be successfully conducted ; and any with no ciass,v)r oligarchy, or denomination 
hope of arre!)ting degeneracy, or suppressing of men, who, in their own self-seeking, for- 
the insurgent patesions of the multitude by the get the welfare of their fellow beings. Na- 
influence of here and there an individual, ture has so bound us together by the ties of 
though he were wise as Scion or Solomon, brotherhood, by the endearments of sympa- 
would prove as fallacious as an attempt to stop thy and benevolence, that the doio^ of good 
the influx of malaria, by sprinkling a little to others opens deep and perennial weil- 
chiorideoflimealong the creeks and shallows springs of joy in the human soul; but if we 
of the shore, if the whole ocean, in all its will select the coarse gratifications of selfish- 
deaths, were con-uptcd. ness. — if we will forget our own kindred 
Bear with me, Fellow-Citizens, while I blood in whosoever veins it may flow, then 
say, I rejoice that this emergency has burst the Eternal Laws denounce, anu will .exe- 
upon us. I rejoise that power has passed ir- cute upon us, tribulation and anguish, and a 
revocably into the hands of the people, al- fearful looking for of an earthly, as well as of 
though I know it has brought imminent per- a heavenly judgment. 

il upon all public and private interests, and In the first place, there is the properly of 
placed what is common and what is sacred the afliuent, which lies outspread, diffused, 
alike in jeopardy. Century after century, scattered over land and sea, — open alike to 
mankindhadgroaned beneath unutterable op- the steal thiness of the thief, the violence of 
pressions. To pamper a few with luxuries, the robber, and the torch of the incendi- 
races had been subjected to bondage. To ary. If any think they hold their estates 
satiate the ambition of a tyrant, nations had by a surer tenure, — by charters, franchises, 
been dashed against each other in battle, and or other muniments of property; — let them 
millions crushed by the shock. The upward- know that all these, while' the ballot-box 
tending, light-seeking capacities of the soul which controls legislation, iind the jury- 
had been turned downwards into darkness box and the witnesses' stand, which control 
and debasement. All the realms of futurity the tribunals ef justice, are opcn;-*-all these 
which the far-seeing eye of the mind could are but at iron mail to protect them against 
penetrate, had been peopled with the spec- lightning. Whf^re is their security against 
tres of superstition. The spirits of the in- breaches of trust, and fraudulent bankrupt- 
fernal world had been subsidized, to bind all cies, — against stop-laws and suspension-acts, 
religious freedom, whether of thought or or the bolder measures of legislative repudi- 
speecb, in the bondage of fear. Heaven had ation ? If their ultimate hope is in the pro- 
been sold, ler money, like an earthly domi- tection of the laws, what shall save them, 
eile, by those who, least of all, had any title when fraud and perjury turn every legal 
to its mansions. In this exigency, it was remedy into a new instrument of aggression? 
the expedient of Providenee, to transfer do- And behind all these, there is an omnipotent 
minion from the few to the many, — from corps de reserve of physical force, which 
thoee who had abused it, to those who had mocks at the slowness of legislation and judi- 
suffered. The wealthy, the high -bom, the cature, — whose decrees are irreversible deeds, 
privileged, had had it in their power to bless — whose terrific decisioijis flash forth in fire, 
the people ; but they had cursed them. Now, or burst ent in demolition, 
they and all their fortunes are in the hands But houses, Unds, granaries, flocks, facto- 
of the people. The poverty which they have ries, warehouses, ships, banlcs, are only eixte- 
entailed is to command their opulence, rior possessions, — tbeout-werks, ofindividu- 
The ignerance they have suffered to abound, al ownership. When these are carried, the as- 
ie to adjudicate upon their rights. The ap- sault will be made upon personal security, 
petites they have neglected, or which they character and life ; and, lastly, upon all th« 
naye stimulated for their own indulgence, endearments and sanctities that cluster 
are to invade the sanctuary of their haam» In around the domettio aUar^^and whan. tibMa 
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•^« loiti hl^aanitJ has nothing [more "to The tree population of the United $t^t«f, 

.)oM- in 1840, was 14,581,553. It is fod^d that 

. ItQpkatJSlDgland; and is she not, at the about one fonrth part of our populatidtt are 

present moment teacbiog a' lesson too in- between the ages of four aud sixteen' years* 

8^cti?e to be lost upon us ? There, a In Massachusetts it is so almost without a 

landed aristocracy, by extortious rents and fraction.* Although there may be slight va- 

class legislation, have turned every twelfth riations from this ratio in other states, yet 

subject into a pauper. They have improved undoubtedly the number jour is an integer, 

soils; but they have forgotten the cultivator by far nearer, th m any other that could be 

himself, — as though the clod of the valley taken, which, when compared with unity or 

were worth more than the soul of the tiller, one, would show the ratio between the 

The terms ofiered by manufacturing capital- whole population of the Uaitcd States, and 

ists, with a few most worthy exceptions,have the number of children within them^betwecn 

been, absolute starvation, or work with the the ages or four and sixteen years, 
lowest lifie-sustaining pittance. JVIanufactuN Now one fourth part of the whole popula- 

ers has been most anxious about tariff laws, tion, is 3,64ji3S8, while the whole number 

which merely regulate the balance of trade; «/ all ages^ in the Primary and Common 

but heedless of those laws, which determine Schools of the Union is only l,845,244,which 

the balance ot all power in the last resort, would leave 1,800, 144, — or almost halt the 

They have been alive to all improvements in children of an age to attend school^ and far 

machinery, but dead to the charrcter of the more than half the whole number, between 

operatives who were to work it. Surely there four and sixteen years of age, without any 

is no such danger of spontaneous combustion of the advantages which tho&e schools might 

in a heap of oiled cotton or wool, as there is afford. f 

in a mass of human ignorance and prejudice; Nor would the result be materially alter- 

nor can the former be to easily set on fire by ed, even should we add all the students 

a torch, as the latter by ademaj^ogue. For of those institutionsb, called academies and 

yearapasttheupper bouse of parliament have grammar schools, as contradistinguished 

perseveringly and successfully resisted all from Primaiy and Common Schools; — for 

measures for National Education, which they ihcy amount, in all, only to 164,159 The 

could not pervert from the bestowmeut of difference between four and sixteen, being 

equal benefits upon all, to the support of twelve, if we divide the number of those 

their own monopolies. And, as a legitimate who neither attend any academy, grammar, 

conse(}uence of all thebo systematic, whole- common, or primary school, by twelve, it 

sale infractions of the great law. which will give a Quotient of 136,332 persons who 

teaches us to do unto others as we would that belong to tnis uneducated class, and who 

they should do unto us, there are now, to-day, annuSly passing the line of majority, and are 

three millions of Chartists thundering at coming upon the stcge of life, to be the fath- 
their palace gates, and the motto upen their 

banner is, *Bread or Blood.' they love company too well not torednee the 

What Paley so jusUy said of a parent, that diamond-studded robes of lords and prelatee, to 

y -te send an lieducat^ child intS the world It! Jl*"^'*!^}^"^ ^r^m 
X :- 1 :«.*!« u«*4.^. ♦u-« ♦** f,«i..« rM,» • ^mA /!««. «• there not a close resemblance tietween these 
^ is little better than to turn out a mad dog or p^im^g of the *bigh' and the Mow V An edu- 

a wUd bewt into the streets,* is just as true Jjited nobleman regales himself, at the theatre 

when applied to parliament and hierarchy, as or in his palace, with a farce or a novel, where 

when applied to an individual.* the uncouth language and awkwaid manners 

of the poor and the neglected are made ridicu- 

•For a century part, a yart portion of the ^f'*l!J!^^jIt^^}S^}^Jl^iJ!i l^*Sit! 

wU of aU Eogliih nSrel and dramatic Uteratuie 'J?^^^°Z ^t^^^u'JJT^^^h w^ Si^? 

kaa tamed upon the ignorance and coarmere of " thousand eyelet lioles through his dreca of 

"he coimon people. The millions have first e'JP«f'^ «' j'^h of gold, 6y ha dutfullv 

been ehut out V" the mean., of knowledge T^^^f,!^!i'T,±\T.''}S,''^^i^.?fr,'''^ 



and good bt6eding,and then their cockneyisms. *"J°y?,VJ^,v 'L^^t.'i'H^^ ™™fV^nSlf 
«k.:. .....i..«{.iv.,>i..j..k »»..nn»i.tinn <.«.! act. lliewtt in both instance, must consul 




•i^d looks, andgo toDruryLane aid'coTent- ^l'}?J^}j.lit'?ii'S^^^rtJ^thTh^i^^ 
GaHlen. *hi,_doubl. inju^ice of withholding flfff'^/fi •?»»'?,£^St.'^":""i«5f±..T^ 



consequences are fiut developing. The igno- 
rant and debased, knowing nothing of •Whole population, 787,e99:— No. between 
the gratifications ot mtelhgence and refine- 4 and 16, (omitting three small towns,) 184,- 
meat, have mvented a few modes of ftm and 592. Now 184.892«4=737,668. 60 far asthere 
merrymaking* pecnhar to themselves ;--8uch jg any difi'ercnce, the proportion of chiWren to 
aa the barmng of corastacks and hay.ncks,and adults would be greatest in the new States, 
the sprinkling of vitnol on magnificent dresses. 

Being disqualified for the use, and debarred f There is of course, some dofnssUe educa- 

frbm the aigoity of the ballot-box, tbey betake tloa. But this exists, bat eeldom, excepting in 

'tikerivehres to the tinder4>ox. Tne light of favor of theee ehildren who o/so gotoiehool. 

Mining graaaiies serres them iaeteail of bril- and are therefore incHided in the aboYe eom- 

'flMtitfeM. ImthaiMKioa •£ ifadr miiery, p«ttli«i 
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«rt tod the ow^hers of th« h«st g^er&tion, attioh i« far higher than in tny other Stitiit 
the dettMgitarietof all we hold dear, — in fine, the Union, yet so niggardly are maaiy teach- 
to be iJhe elactort, or the elected, fbr all our ere paid, and so little sympathy ana sodil 
nagli^raey. This class alone will annnaliy consideration do they receive, that yoitti; 
fttmieh annmberof voters, far greater than men, not unfre<}uently, desert the oceopatioa 
the Storage popular majority by which our of school-keeping and resort to ouroitiesfo 
pMtidents have been chosen. And even this let themselves out as servants in kitchens, CRr 
etilement, fearAllly large as it is, does not as grooms in siables ;— well knowing that a 
ioohile those foreigners who are eoming, kitchen, as destitute of apparatus as onir 
thoneands every week, to mingle with our common schoolrooms, is a thing unheard of, 
people, — and very soon te take part in the even in an alms-house ; and that, if tbsgr 
choice of all otir officers. keep their horses sleek and nimble, they will 

It was the observation of one et the most be better rewaided than if they 'trained up 

philosophical foreigners who has ever visited children in tho way they should go.' Femafo 

this country, (Greorge Combe, B^sq.,) that teachers, too, abandon the schoolroom for the 

probably a majority of all the voters in the factory, — for they have learned that a eptti- 

United SfateS, were under thirty-five or thir- ning-frame, or a power-loom, has no mother 

ty-six years of age. 1 think an examination to abuse and defame them for xbaking it wcxrlt, 

of the last censns would verify this remark, as it ought to work. And in those parti of 

It would require then but fourteen years — or the country where there are no PabUc 

three and a half presidential terms, — a peri- Schools, but where a few of the wealthy 

od ahnost identiekl with that which has procure their own teachers, how often are 

elapsed, since the election of Gen. Jackson the private tutors and governesses treated as 

— to 1>riog forward anumerical majority of vo- mere upper fiervants in the family, or even 

ters who have never ]iossessed either the in- msfde the scape-goat for a child's ofienoes; 

teliectual or the moral advantages of a schoo); — as, in foi mer times, it is said to have been 

— and to whom the inferior of a schoolroom the practice m England, when the king*! 

would be as novel an object as the interior of son was sent to school, to send another boy 

an Egyptian pyramid, and the bonks and ap- with him as his companion, whose viealriOoe 

paratus of the ibrmer as unintelligible as the duty it was to receive all the flagellations due 

hieroglyphics of the latter, li.deed, why to the misdemeanors of his royal school•f^« 

are not the political destinies of the countiy low. 

already in such hands .' This class from their In looking at the last census of the Unl* 
profound ijgoorance, will necessarilv be ioca- ted States, one might infer that, at leaet, 
pable of discerning principles, or of appreci- something adequate to the exigencies ol the 
atin^ arguments ; — accessible through the times, had been done, in the higher depart- 
passions alone ; creating demagogues for lead- ments of education . The census shows a list 
ere, and then destroying them, just as natur- of one hundred and seventy-three univerei- 
ally as a barbarian makes an idol of a stock, ties or colleges, with more than cdxteen 
or a sOipent, and then hews it down, or kills thousand students. I rejoice in the exil- 
ity whMi it does not answer his ridiculous or tence of any institutions for the increase of 
selfish prayers. Nor will this class of men knovrledge among the people; but the honor 
neeeeeariiy attach themselves to any one par- of education is rather tarnished than bright- 
ty ; but they will be, like the shifting ballast ened, by giving a President and Faculty,*— in- 
of a vessel, always on the wrong side. stead of a prudential committee man,— to a 

I have spoken only of that half of our ris- district school, and then calling it a college, 

ing population,— our future rulers, — who, t The census gives to Massachusetts but four 

from infancy to manhood, are rarely in any colleges, with 759 students. What, theft, 

school of any kind. But, in no house for cd- arc we to think of the twelve colleges, aet 

ucation is there any charm or magic, of such down to Maryland, (with less than three 

transforming power, as to turn an ignorant sevenths of our free white population, and 

child into a capable citizen. What is the with almost twelve thousand over the age ef 

house ; what the course o( study and the ap- 20, unable to read and write,) with 813 etn- 

pliantee ; who the teacher, and hew long the dents ; — of the thirteen colleges, set down to 

attendance; become here significant ques- Virginia, with 1,097 students; of the ^en, in 

tions. In re|;ard to the moiety who, at some Kentucky, with 1,419 students; and of the 

period of their minority, may be found in the eighteen^ in Ohio, with 1,717 students. iSome 

schoolroom, look at the edifices where they of these colleges or universities, at the Weat 

aseemble, which must have been first called and South, I know are well conducted, anid 

Temples of Science by some bitter ironist; — embrace a competent range of studies; bet 

consider, their meager outfit omvooks and ap- whoever has visited many of the institntioiie 

paratus ; reflect upon the strong tendency, in bearing these high sounding names, inquired 

all uneducafed quarters, to keep a show- into their course cf studies, marked the agea 

echool, instead of a useful one; and think,for of the students, and seen the juvenile tdnm- 

R moment, of the character of a portion, at ni, well kno\vs, that the amount of inetrac- 

least, of the teachers, whose only evidence tion there given bears no greater proportimi 

of competency is, that nothing has been to what a liberal college course of stodiii 

made in vain, and that they have failed Jn should be, than the nanow drcuit of a mill 

every thing before undertaken. It is by horse, to the vast ouroumference of the Hip- 

fbree of theae edverte oiicnmetancee, that podlfotte. 
erea la M ie wwc hmtetti, ahheogh the oomt>en« And what are we doing, ae a pe^k^Jt^ 
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«im>ly these great defieieneies? What in- party esqfMnfe, from one Sttt» to 

.teUeotual lights are we kindling to repel the Cetiriers are despatched from comity to 

Aightof ignorance, whose coming on will county, or froin|S{ate to State, to reTlyotoitdo* 

bring, not only darkness, but chaos ? spending with fatse news of succesi. Aadti^ 

There is not a single State in this whole let all this, even it a party chancee to oilo* 

Union, whicH is doing any thing at all pro ceed in its choice of men, what security bit 

portionate to the exigency of tne case, it, for the fulfilment of an^ ot ilo pUm? 

The most that can be said is, that there are Death may intervene. A *anif cabinet magr 

three States out of the twenty-six which have explode, and be scattered into many fir^f- 

adopted some commendable measures for the ments A party cemented together by ao 

Promotion of this great work. These are principle of moral cohesion, and founded 
fassachusetts, New York and Michigan, — upon no well fsettled convictions of the in- 
the first by sustainini^ her Board of Educa- tellect, may be broken in pieces, like the 
tion, by her Normal Schools, and her District image of Nebuchdnezzar. Ten thousand re- 
School Libraries ; — the second by her Dis- tainers of the camp, who followed it only 
trict School Libraries,herfund,and her county through K ope of plundering the dead, will 
•uperintendents of schools; — and the third, scent other spoils in another campy when 
by her magnificent fund, and her State super- that hope is extinguished; and thus all the 
intendency of education. Five years ago, toil that was endured, and the expenditoree 
Ohio entered upon the work, but after about and sacrifices that were made, will be loft. 
two years, the measure was substantially For the last ten years, such have been the 
abandoned. Four years a^o, a new sys- disastrous fluctuations of our National and 

. tern was established in Connecticut, which State policy, on the single subject of thecur* 

was mo;»t efficiently and beneficially ad minis- lency, that all the prodigality of nature, 

tered, under the auspices of one of the ablest pouring her hundreds of millions of producta, 

and best of men, (Henry Barnara, 3d. Esq ;) annually into our hands, has not been able 

—but it is with unspeakable resret I am ^ to save thousands of our people from poverty; 
compelled to add, that within the last month, ' and in many cases, economy, industry and 

: all her measun's for improvement have been virtue could not rescue tlieir possessor from 

■wept irom the statute-book. New Jersey, want. And why ? I answer, as one reason, 

■ Pennsylvania, and 'Kentucky may he men- bpcanse this question has been decided, again 
tioned asexhibitms; signs of life on this sub- and again, by voters who could not read and 
ject, although it is a life which far more write, — by voters to whom the simplest prop- 
nearly resembles the imitative and feeble osition in political economy, or in national 

■ movements of infancy, than the independent finance, is as uaintelligible as a book of He- 
end conscious energy ot manhood. brew or Greek. Should such men vote right. 

In but few of the other States, can even a at any one time, it would be for a wrong 
well digested system for the organization reason ; and the favorable chances being ex- 
of schools be found in the statue-book ; and hausted, they may be relied upon^ to vote 
in most of them, the meager provisions upon wrong ever afterwards. Hence, under one 
the subject seem to have been inserted, only administration, we have had a bank, under 
as a sort cf ornamental legislation, and are another, a sub-treasury, and the third may 
disregsoded or obsolete. And, what is most be commended to the benefit of itaown bank- 
painful and humiliating to rr^fiect upon, in rupt law. 

all the principal slave States, — Virginia, During all this time, the course of our 

North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, and government, on thisai^d other great quettione 

eo forth, — the highest homage which is paid of policy, has been vacillating,— enacting and 

to the beneficent power of education, is the repealing, advancing and receding, baffling 

terrible homage of making it a severely pun- all the plans of the wisest; — instead of imi- 

iehable offence, to educate a slave! tating in some good degree, as it should do. 

Now, even within (he nairow horizon of f he steadiness and force of the J^ivine ad*nin- 

the politician, what is the result of this neg- istration. 

lect of childhood, and the consequent igno- And who are they who have sufiered most 
. ranee of men ? When an election is coming under these changes which so nearly lesem- 
on, whether State or National, then the rival ble anarchy ? Whose property has been dif- 
parties begin to play their game for the igno- sipated ? ' Whose enterprises have been 
rant, and to purchase the saleable. Mass- baffled i Are they not mostly those who 
meetings are held. Hired speakers itinerate have been, not merely neglectful, but die- 
through the country. A thousand tireless pres • dainful,of the Common Schools? who have giv- 
ees are plied, day and night. Newspapers and en whatever wealth they had to ^ive, to public 
pamphlets are scattered thick as snow-fiakes libraries, to aolleges, and the higher aemioa- 
Uk a wintry storm. Reading-rooms and com- ries of learning ? who have separated their 
mittee-rooms are opened, and men abandon children from the mass, and g[athered them 
busines and family to fill them. The census into class, and dan, and sectarian schools oi' 
is taken anew, and every man ia labelled or their own? who have opposed legislative grants 
; ear-marked As the contest approaches, and municipal taxation; and who, for their 
fraud, intimidation, bribes, are rife. Im- whole lives,have never countenanced, patron- 
mense sums are spent to carry the lame, to ized, or even visited the Common School,firom 
liuntupthe skulking, to force the indiffer- which their own rulers were eo soon to emerge? 
ent to the polls. Taxes are contributed, to What a remarkable fact it is in the bietoiy 
gualif^ voters, and men are transported, at of thi^ Commonwealth* that amoDgst aUt^ 
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splendid domttioiy^^ai&ounting in tbe whole alike td ancient or modehi Writeri ; when the 
to man/ millione o! doUare, — which have been question shall be-— not how many Yotere thene 
made to colleges and academies, and te the- are, but how many ballots can be printed and 
\t>Iogical institutions tor thepurposeof uphold- put surreptitiously into the ballot-box? Then, 
ine the doctrines of some particular sect ; — there is the fraudulent sequestration of votes, 
only one man, embracing the tt^ole of the by tbe returning officers, becjiuse the majority 
rising generation in his philanthropic plan, is adverse to their own fiaivorite candidates — 
and acting with a high and enlightened dis- which has now been done, on a large scale, 
regard of all local, partisan, and sectarian in three of the principal States in the Union ! 
views, has given any considerable sum to pro- The scenes of violence enacted, not only e&tiA- 
mote the prosperity of Common Schools ! out^ but within the Capitol of the nation ; 
(Hon. Edmund Owight.) and tbe hails, which should be cfxtisecrated 
And this series of disasters, under which to order, and solemnity, and a devout consui- 
we are suffering, must lengthen to an inter- tation upon the unspeakable magnitude and 
minable train ; those anxieties which the value of the interests of this great people, 
wealthy and the educated now feel for their desecrated by outrage, and Bilingsgate, and 
purse, they must soon feel for their charac- drunken braws ! Challenges given, and duels 
ters, their persons, and their families; the fought by members of Congress, in violation, 
whole country must be involved in wid- or evasion, of their own lately enacted law 
«r, deeper calamities, until a more noble and against them; and within the space of a few 
Christian policy is pursued. All the news- days, a proud and prominent member, from a 
papers that steam power can print, during proud and prominent State— the countryman 
the most protracted political canvass, v. ill be of Washington, and Jefferson, and Madison, 
no equivalent for the single book in which a put under bond* to keep ths peace, like a wild, 
child learns to read. One mind trained to fresh-landed Carib. In two of our legislative 
thoU!J:ht and invesrigation, upon the forms of assemblies, one member has been murdered 
the schoolroom, will arrive at sounder truths by another member, in open day, and during 
than can ever be impressed upon it by a hired the hours of session ; in one ot the cases, the 
political missionary. If we would have bet- deed being perpetrated by the presiding offi- 
ter times th« available school teacher roust cerof the assembly, who descended from hia 
be sfiiiprht for, as anxiously as the available chair, and uierced the heart of his victim with 
candid «'♦• lur (^fHce; and efforts as energetic a bowio knife — and still goes unpunished 
tpupt l>e vr.\i\e to bring children into the though not unhonored. What outbreaks of 
fi liooi-, ai :os now made to bring voters to violence all over the country: thelynchingof 
the 1)0 J 3. If we would have better times, five men,at one time, at Vicksburg; the val- 
we need not honor or reward the wnters of ley of the Mississippi, from St. Louis to New 
our past history,— Sparks, Bancroft, Irving, Orleans, lighted, almost as with watch-hree, 
—less; but we must honor ana reward the by the burning of humsn beings; theriotaand 
maJters of our future history, — the school demolitions, at New York, at Philadel|ihia, 
teachers, — more. at Baltimore, at Alton, at Cincinnati ; yes, and 
But I have labored to supererogation, to the spectacle of our own more serene part ef 
show both an existing and a prospective defi- the heavens, crimsoned, at midnight, by a 
ciency in knovvleJge, for managing the vast conflagration of the dwelling place of women 
and precious interests of this great nation, i and female children — a deed incited and bru- 
have shown, — if not an incurable, yet unless tally executed, through prejudice, and bos- 
rured, — a fatal malady in the head ; I must lility towards a sect which takes the liberty 
ni\v exhibit a rot less fatal malady in the to protest against Protestants, as Protestants 
bpart I iffPiMf at the catalogue of national protested against them ! 
crim»!9 ^M»irh s<»3 aie exhibiting before hcav- And, in addition to this barbarian force 
en an earJh ! The party rancor and vilifica- and lawlessness, are not the business relations 
tion which rages through our newspaper press of the community contaminated, more and 
— in utter forgetfulness or contempt of the more, with speculation and kiiaveiy ? In 
great spiritual law, that when men pass from mercantile honor and honesty, in the inter- 
judgment to passion, they will soon pass from ccurse between buyer and seller, is there 
gassion te violence! Ihe fraud, falsehood, not a luxation of all the joints of the body 
ribery,perjury, perpetrated at our elections; commercial and social? The number of 
and the spirit of wantonness or malice — of fraudulent bankruptcies, — fraudulent in tbe 
pride or envy, in which the sacred privilege incurring of the debts, if not in the surrender 
of voting is exercised ! The practice of double of the assets ; — the rapacity of speculation ; 
voting, like parricide in Rome, unheard of the breaches of private trust ; the embezzle- 
in the early days ot the Republic, is becom- ment of corporate funds ; the abscondiugs 
ing more and more firequent. Although, in with government property : tne malversa- 
some of the States, a property qualification, tions of government fiduciaries, whether of a 
and in some even a landed qualification is ne- United States Bank, or of a Girard College ; 
cessary; yet the number of votes given at the the repudiation of State debts;— and that 
last presidential election, equalled, almost other class of offences which combines the 
withouta fraction, one sixth part of the whole criminality both of fraud and force, — sucn 
free population in the Union. In one of the as the shooting of a sheriff, who attempted to 
States tbe number of votes exceeded, ny a execute civil process,— or the burning of a 
large fttLCtion, one fifth of the whole popula- bank with all its eontentt, by a company «f 
tion— men, women, and children. Will it debtors, in Miiai«ippi, becwMo thttr notes 
n<^ be a new form ef a {lepubUc-y-unknown iitd beei)lcid|ed in it for colUctionl i. 
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ItmtttlieftctwilliiotfHltobtfobMrfed, and ieeun<^, o£ imrtstigfttSMH I -«ia l^t 

tad tba motive tobatppredtted, thtt, from «Ue to say. T^mo. tf# 9Xl.m€fh-r4£ 4Vt 

this' Urridc tmy of ooolrmitieB I faava emit- nater$ /-Hfor^ thank: Htayen, the finia^e'lMMt 

ted 0B»«itit» ^aw of events ;---aclass which is untenantable by atheism. But a f«etft te 

niybe though by some more ominous of more important than the number odA^Sjnt- 

ilt than any I have enumerated. I refer ^a/ atheists, is* the number oi practical 

to MOh fiets as the late commotieos in atheists,— ^f those who live without Gpd 

Khode Isbtnd ensuing upon the long-delayed in the world* — who have neither faith aic^ 

ettnsienof suffrage ;'-ths legislative decla- practice, respecting th^ existence^ tb*ifl^ 

ration already made in two of the States, of mutability, and the inevitable ezecu.ti<m of 

an intention to disreffard the apportionment the Divine Laws. I say the numbsr '#f 

law, recently passed by the general govern- praetieal atheists is the question of; greater 

ment ; — the admission to a seat, in the House importance; for who can live in thidi wo^d 

of Representatives of the last Congress, ot and mingle with its people, and not be mom 

the claimants from New Jersey, against the deeply impressed, day by day, with the 

credentials ofthe State authorities;— there- divine wisdom of the criterion, 'By tlusir 

fusalof one branch of the Tennessee Legis- fruits ye shall know them?' Actions en 

latureto elect Senatore to fill vacancies in fru its, while pharisaical professions are only 

the ^nate of theUnited States; — the admission gilded signs or plaeards > hung upon thietlee or 

into the Union of Territories which had thoriibushes, saying, *Ho, ail ye j we bear 

eicercisect, by assumption, the right of form- figs and grapes !' 

ing a constitution for ttiem9elves» without In this review, I pass by those combinn- 

any authority from the general government, tions of ignorance and false teaching, which 

or any law prescribing the mode in which lead to Mormonism, and /ifillerism, imd P«r- 

it should be done;-Tthe armed *nuUification' fectionism. I pass by that recklessness and 

of South Carolina, &c. &c. I omit all this flagitious spirit, which, on the Canadian 

class of cases from the catalogue, because border, lately came so near to involving us 

they are, at present, implicated with strong in a conflict with tlie most powerful nation 

party feelings, on one side or the other ; and on earth. I pass by our treatment ot the 

it is my intention, on this day, to touch no aborigines. I pass by such ao event as the 

party chord ;— to bring forward nothing, Florida war, which has already cost this 

either of fact or of principle, which tnecan- nation more than thirty milliufi(> k{ cidllarzi ; 

did men of all parties shall not acknowlege and which, as is now noturiuu.-', w.is insti- 

to be a compulsive reason for immediate gated by desperadoes, because it prunii&ed to 

measures of reform. prove lor them, as it has proved, a mora 

Let us look at another aspect of this case, ^crative business than other medet ef 
The number of convicts at present in con- swindling or depredation, 
flnement, in the penitentiaries, and State With irrepressible, but unspeakable joy» I 
prisons of the Union, is very nearly four pass by the hundreds of thousatds of iof- 
thousand seven hundred and fifty ; and the briates, who, so lately, lay, weltering upon 
average duration of their imprisonment is the sea of Intemperance ;— yet who, neri- 
fotfr years. The number under sentence /or odically, were rafted up, by political par- 
crime, in common jails,and houses of correc- tieans,— -as men raft up float-\v«od,— to vomit 
tion, is not less than the preceding, and the their foul votes into the ballot-box, snd elect 
average length of their imprisonment is f sti- the riileis of a self-called free and Christian 
mated at six months. Suppose that these people; — these do 1 gladly pasn by, for the 
culprits live, on an average, but eight years waters of that deluge are fiul>>-i(!in7 ; »m(1 
after their enlargement; and we have the already thousands and ten liKxis-irid-t, \t>ii, 
;«ppalling number pf cit;''tif-Jivc thoftsa.7id more than ten times t^n tlinn-^inl,— li<*v« 
five hiindrti convicted criuunals, — proved found an Ararat on the Terra Finna of Ab' 
offenders s^gainst the laws of God and man, — stinence. 

almost universally adults, — at large, ming- Fellow-Citizens, from this glimpse,^this 

ling in our society, and a very large nortiun mere bird*8-eye view, — of our intellectual 

of them competent to vote ; th<'re being but and moral condition, I do not hesitate to ttffirm, 

three States in all this Union, where, by the that our republican edifice> at this time»-r- 

constitution of the State, a conviction for in present tact and truth, — ia not sustained 

felony, or any infamous o&nce, works a by those columns of solid and ever-endurfng 

forfeiture of the elective franchise. Yes! adamant, intelligence and virtue. Its variou« 

vet&TB, good and iruct — iys the wrong side, parts are only just clinging together by that 

and to send you and me to perdition ! And 1 remarkable cohesion, — that mutual bearing 

do not believe there is one State in the and support, which unsound portions of a 

Union, whose elections lor Governor and structure may impart to each other ; and 

other high offieers, have not, sometimes, which, as every mechanic well knows, will, 

been so nearly a drawn game, that its quota for a time, hold the rotten materials of an 

of this felon host, — its own batallion of sin, edifice together, although not one ef its tim- 

weuld not have been able to decide them, by hers could support its own weight :— and 

what a politician would call — a very respec* unless, therefore, a new substructure can be 

table majority ! placed beneath every buttress and angle of 

I have aomewheffe seen the number of this boasted Temple of Liberty, it will toon 

athaiMa>-*af AbaerKnMland's men^— in tiie totter and fall, and bury all ixidwellera in its 

UHMd Aatit, atiatfd favihUy high; but ruins. 

Hpon wlMft antbtnt^r, or afl«r what extent And what» I again ask, are we ^m%% to 



kl^ 8oondltiM# loiil )iei»kitt»Mi^y to thtjfc ettvyk^ oa vtM^ttlMidMl . . _, 

whkih vrt fyrofi^s so miieh -to valae aiid td- but tkey have jittt ibipipftcl tlMir caiipD^lil 
inire f We all bear witness that there is but gold to Africa, to Aiia, and to tbt uftMrnoit 
01le^i^rati<m for ibe State,— M^ knawltdge isles of the sea, and can spare nothing }— 
of duty -and the anil to do it, amoog the never asking themselves the question, who* 
people. But what measures are we taking, in the next generation, yviU. sapfcxt the in- 
to catbse that knowled^ to spring up, Kke a terprisee th^ have begun, ana retain the 
new intellectual creation, in eVer; mind ; foothold the;^ may require, if they eu&c 
and to cause that will to be quickened into heathenism and the idolatry of wnrihipinf 
lif^^in. every breast? We ail agrees — the base passions to spring up in their native 
universal experience and history of mankind land, and around their own doors.^ We^o 
being eur authority, — that, in nineteen cases to those great antagonist, thedegioal in« 
out of every twenty, it the human mind is ever stltutions, which have selected high tooinl 
to be expanded by knowledge arid imbued eminences, all over the land, and entrenched 
with tirtueus principles, it must be done themselves Against each other, as warring 
daring the susceptible years of childhood and generals fortiiy their camps upon the summii 
youth. But when we come to the^iTie qua of confronting hills; — we implore, them to 
nohj'^o tbe trorAr,^— to the point where send out one wise and mighty man to guide 
volition must issue forth into action, or it is this great people through a wilderness mor« 
valueless; — when we come to the taxing, diifi<^t to traverse than that which stretched 
to the building, to the books, to the appa- between Egypt and Canaan ; but each hostile 
ratiu, to the whole system, of preparatory and sect is f»ngaged in propagating a creed which 
contemperaneous measures tor carrying on, it knows to be true, against the fatal de- 
and perfecting tbe work ot education ; — lusions of those various and opposite creedsi 
where wishes and sympathy and verbal en- which each of the other sects also knotve 
couragement are nothing without the efTec- to be true ! Oh ! when will men learn, 
tive co-operation of those muscles which that ever since the Savior bowed his heiul 
perform labor and transfer money; — when upon the cross and said * It is finished,' therk 
we come to this point, then excuses teem, has been truth enough in the world, to make 
and the well-wishers retire from the stage, airmen wise and holy and happy. All that 
like actors at the close of a drama. I gladly is Vanted, — all that ever has been wanted, 
acknowledge that there are honorable ex- is,~->ininds that will appreciate troth. Ihe 
ceptions, in all ranks and classes of men; barbarian cannot appreciate it, whether born 
and in no state in the Union, are thero so in New Zealand, or in New England. The 
many of these exceptions, as in Massachusetts; benighted and brutified child, whose thoughts 
and yet even here, is it not most extensive- are born of prejudice, whose actions of sen* 
ly true, that when we appeal to the different sualism ; whose moral sensibilities have been 
classes and occupations of men, we meet daily seared, from his birth, with the hot 
with indifference, if not with repulse .' We iron of vicious customs and maxims, cannot 
solicit the farmer to visit the school, but he discern truth, cannot know it, will not «n- 
is too much engaged with the care of his brace it, whether his father is called a savage 
stock, to look aftrr his children. We apply or a Christian. If we say that the concep- 
to the tradesman, but his account of profit tions and desires of such minds are a trans- 
and loss must be adjusted before he can at- cnpt of Divine truth, what do we affirm 
tend to the source of all profit and loss, in the original to be ! No! Two different ele- 
the mind. We call upon the physician, but ments are essential to the existence cf truth 
he has too many patients in the arms of in the soul of man ; — first, the essence, or 
death, to allow him' one hour for arresting prototype ef truth, as it exists in the Divine 
the spread of a contagion by which, if neglect- intelligence ; and secondly, a human soul, 
ed, hundreds of othet^ must perish. We sufficiently enlightened by knowledge to con- 
apply to the lawyer and the judge, but they ceive it, sufficiently exercised in judgment 
are redressing the wrongs and avenging the to understand it. and sufficiently free from 
violated laws of society, — they are so en- evil to love it. The latter are every whit 
gaged in uncoiling the folds of a parent as essential as the former. The human 
serpent which has wound itself round the mind must be so enlarged that tiuth can 
State, that they cannot stop to crush a enter it, and so free firom selfishness, from 
hundred of its young, ere they issue from the pride and intolerance, that truth may be its 
nest, to wind their folds alike around the constant and welcome resident. To give 
State, and the law, and its ministers. We truth a passport to the souls of men, to en** 
apply to the clergyman ; he bids us God enre it home and supremacy in the human 
speed, ^bttt commends us for assistance, te heart, there must be some previous avrakenf 
the first man we meet ;' tor he and his flock iag and culture cf the intellectual and 
are beleaguered by seven evil spirits, in the meral nature. In this respect, it is with 
form of seven heresies*— ^each fatal to the tpiritual, as with scientific troth. Tbe 
souls of men. We sally forth from his doors, great astronomical truths which pertain to 
and the first man we meet is his clerieal the solar system, have existed ever since thp 
brother; but he, too, has seven fatal heresies creation;— for generations past, they hay«i 
to combat, and he solemnly assures us that bten known t» the ]eamca;-^and ail the 
the most dangerous leader- of them all, is tlaMts, as they move»:«re heralds andtdroh- 
the man we have jost left. We iipply to DeatiBrs, sent round- by the -hand of, Qod^ 
fkt wetHhy tnd the benevoleat, who m Tev]0latio& after ifvuratko* M(i «f« 9itm 
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•tev to make ^trpetual proclamation through dace any like&Ms to the original. So ^^ 

aU their circtuti, and to light up the heavensr tensive has this practice become* that ta 

firom aide to side, with ocular and retulgent honest inquirer into tlie merits of men or 

demonstration of their existence ; and yet, measures, in reading accounts of the same 

until tneir elements are all laboriously taught, individuals or transactions, in the rivalnewa- 

until our minds are opened, and mado capa- papers of the day, would suppose them to 

clous for their reception, these glorious truths relate to wholly different men and di^ent 

are a blank, and for our vision and joy, might measures, were it not for the occasional 

as well never have been. And so of all identity of the proper names which are used, 

truth ;— there must be a mind enlarged, en- Must it not follow that the vast majority of 

nobled, purified, to embrace truth, in all its the people will get mutilated and false 

beauty, sublimity and holiness, as well as views; and come, habitually, to decide the 

beautiful, sublime and holy truths to be real question by looking at the counterfeited, 

embraced. Until this is so, truth will be a until the mind itself is as perverted as the 

light shining in darkness, and the darkness lights which shine upon it. Immense ret- 

comprehending it not. But when this shall ponsiblities attach here to all who influence 

come to pass, then the awakened soul will public opinion, whether they sit in the pre- 

exclaim with Jacob, 'surely the Lord was in sidential, or gubernatorial, or editorial chair, 

this place, and I knew it not " Yet,-yailke The habit of ascribing, to trivial and fleeting 

in all lands and for centuries past, — ^ninety- considerations, the prominence and^ invu^a- 

nine hundredths of all human efforts and bilityof eternal laws; the habit of discarding 

expenditures have been devoted to force, upon at every political crisis, the great principles 

the successive generations of the young, which lie under the whole length of eoi- 

some special system, which happened in the istence, and are the only possible basis of 

particular age, to be in the ascendant ; and our well-being, in order to gain some tempo- 

which, in its turn, had been prejudged by raiy end ; the habit, at our oft-recurring 

fallible men, to be infallibly true ; — while elections, of risking all future consequences, 

scarcely any thing has been done to kindle to secure present success, is high treason 

the love of truth in the human breast, and to against the sovereignty of truth, and must 

train the intellect to strength and impar- be the harbinger of a speedy destruction, 

tiality in all investigations after it. We can conceive ef no power in the univefse, 

Fellow-Citizens, there is one strongly deye- that could uphold its throne, under so fat^ a 

loped tendency in our political affairs which policy. 

I cannot pass by, on an occasion like this, I do not advert to this prominent feature of 
without an admonitory word. Though less our times, — worthy of far more extended 
obvious, yet it is of more evil portent, than consideration, — in order that one party may 
any in the dark catalogue I have exhibited, look into the conduct of its adversaries, to 
It leads by swift steps to proximate ruin. 1 find cause of accusation ; but that each may 
refer to the practice of the difierent political look upon its own course, and in view of it, 
parties, into which we are unhappily divid- demand and effect a speedy amendment, 
ed, of seizmg upon some specious aspect of Fellow -Citizens, amidst the distractioiu 
every event, giving it an exaggerated and fac- which now rend the country, let me askyou, 
titious importance, and perverting it to as sober and reflecting men, what remedy do 
factious profit. In common and expressive you propose for the present ? What securi^ 
phrase, this is called making political cap^ for the future ? Evils are not avoided bf 
ttcUoxxt of a thing; and the art of making closing our eyes against them ;— and, in whica 
this capital seems now to be incorporated direction do you look for hope, without con* 
into the regular tact>cs of party leaders. But fronting disappointment or despair ? Will 
It is forged capital, and in the end, it must the great political and financial problent 
brine forger and accomplices to judgment and which now agitate the Union, ever be I'igbtlj 
condemnation, as well as their dupes to solved and permanently adjusted, while they 
political and moral insolvency. In law, are submitted, year after year, to voters who 
Buch practices, nr rather mal-practices, are cannot even read and write ? Can any ad- 
called chican'ry ; and they justly subject to ditiooal intelligence and integrity be el* 
infamy, the practitioner who is corrupted pected m our rulers, without additional in* 
with them. But law deals with private in- telligence and -integrity in the constituoiiqf 
terests,— -politics with the vaster interests of that elects them? Complain of Preaideiit or 
the whole community. AnO why should not Congress as much as we will, they are the 
the trick and knavery which strike a man's very men whom we, the people, have choeta. 
name from the roll of the court, strike it alio If the country is an ac.tive volcano of igno* 
from the red book of the nation ! Look at it, ranee and guilt, why should not Congrois be 
Fellow-Citizens ; — a great question arises in a crater for the outgwshing of its lava I Will 
the Legislative Halls of the State Or Nation, Providence interfere to rescue us by a miradib 
or springs up in any part of our country ; and while we are voluntarily pursuing a coune^ 
immediately the party leaders and the party which would make a speedier interfortncih 
prees reflect before the eyes of all the people, and a more stupendous miracle neceoauy fo 
«-Hiot segments or fragments, eveo,— >but our subsequent rescue ? How much of tuna^ 
distorted and discolored images of all the of talent, and of wealth, we are amuulfj 
truths, facts and principles, pertaining to ezpendiog, — i a Legi8laturee,in political ook 
that question,*— to distorted and discolored ventions, through news]paper8,r-to gain afL 
that BO imparti^ly or patioace can repro* heroata to one system ot policy, ar.itii ipjp. 
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■pteite, to til old party or to a new one ; — ^but rioters, lyncheiv, incendiaries, who hate 

now little to rear a people with minds capable hitherto esci^ped the retributions of law, and 

ol understanding systems of policy, when would now annihilate the law whose judg* 

deyeloped, and of diecerniDje; between the ments they fear ; — behind these, pours on. 

rifiht and the wrong, in the parties which tumultuous, the chaotic rout of atheism ;•— 

beset and would inveigle them. What honors and yonder dashes forward a sea of remorse- 

and emoluments are showered upon success- less iife>*-thousand8 and ten thousands— all 

ful politicians ; what penury and obscurity felons, convicts, condemned by the laws of 

are the portion of those who are mouldiug God and man. In sdlthe dread catalogue of 

the character of a rising generation of sove- mortal sins, there is not one, but, in that 

reigos ! ^d here let not the truth be for- host, there are hearts which have willed, 

ffotten, that the weightiest obligation to and hands whirh have perpetrated it The 

foster and perfect the work of education, lies gallows has spared its victim, the prison has 

upon those States which enjoy the most, released its tenants — from dark cells where 

and not upon those which suAer under the malice had brooded, where incendiarism and 

least; for to whomsoever much is given, of lust had engendered their machinations, 

them shall much be required. where revenge and robbery had held their 

Let us suppose that we were now over- nightly rehearsals, the leprous multitude is 

taken by some great crisis in our national disgorged, and comes up to the ballot-box to 

affidrs,— such as we have already seen, or fore-doom the destinies of this nation. In 

may soon see, — let us suppose that, in tbe gazing at this multitudinous throng, who 

issue of some presidential contest, for in- emerge from their hiding-places on the days 

stance, not only the public interests of the of our elections — all flagrant with crime and 

nation, but the private interests of thousands infamy — would not every man exclaim, *I did 

of individuals, should be adroitly implicated; not know, I could not have thought, tliat 

and that preparations should be made, and all the foul kennels and stews of earth; nay, 

a zeal excited, corresponding to the magni- nor all the gorged avenues of hell, could re* 

tude of the occasion. War impends. Com- gurgitate upon the world, these legions of in- 

merce, manufactures, agriculture, are at iquity ! ' 

stake, or in eonflict. The profits of capital. But look, again, on the other side, at that 
and the wages ot labor, have been made to deep and dense array of Ignorance, whose 
antagonize. North and South are confronted, limits the eye cannot discover. Its van leans 
Rich and poor, high and low, radical and against us here, its rear is beyond the dis- 
conservative, bigot and latitudinarian, are tant nills. They too, in this hour of their 
marshalled for the onset. The expectants ot count]7*6 peril, have come up to turn the fol« 
office, — sufiering under a four, perhaps an ly of which they are unconscious, into meas* 
eight years' famine, are rioting onanticipat- ures which they cannot understand, by votes 
ed spoils. The spume of other countries and which they cannot read. Nay more, and 
the refuse of our own are coalescing,and some worse ! for, from the ranks of crime, emissa- 
Catiline is springing to the head of every ries and bandit-leaders are sallying forth 
ruffian band. Excitement foams through ail towards the ranks of ignorance, and hieing 
the vews of the body politic ; — in some it to and fro amongst them — shouting the gib- 
is *fever ; in others deliri am ; and, under berish war-cries of faction, and flaunting ban- 
these auspices, or omens, tbe eventful aay ners with lying symbols, such as cheat the 
arrives. eye of a mindiess brain — and thus the hosts 

It surely requires but little eflort of the of crime are to lead on the hosts of igno« 

imagination to picture forth the leaders of ranee, in their assault upon Liberty and 

all the party-colored bands into which our Law ! 

country is divided, z s at the head of their res* What, now, shall be done to save the cita* 

pective companies, and gathering them to a del of freedom, where are treasured all the 

mightier assembly than ever met in Grecian hof es of posterity ' Or, if we can survive 

Areopagus ur Roman Comitia. Among the the peril of such a day, what shall be done, 

Tast and motley-souled hosts, wbicn such a to prevent the next generation from sending 

day would summon together, I will direct forth still more numerous hordes — afflicted 

jour attention to but two grand divisions ;— with deeper blindness ana incited by darker 

aivisions, however, of this republican army, depravity? 

which would be first in the dold, and Are there any here, who would counsel us 

most contentious for the victory;— I mean to save the people from themselves, by wrest* 

the legionaries of Crime and those of Igno- ing troni their hands this formidable right 

pence. ot ballot.^ Better for the man who would 

Behold, on this side, crowding to the polls, propose this remedy to an infuriate multitude, 

end even candidates for the highest offices that he should stand in the lightning's T>ath 

in the gift of the people, are those whose as it descends from heaven to earth. And, 

kmiidi ere red with a brother's blood, slain in answer me this question ; you ! who wcnld rd> 

private quarrel ! Close pressing upon these, conquer for the few, the power which has 

urges onward a haughty band gliUering in been won by the many; — you ! who would dis- 

wealth,— -but, for every flash that gleams franchise the common mass of mankind, 

Irom jewel and diamond, a father, a mother, and recondemn them to become Helots, and 

end helpless children, have been stolen, and bond-men, and feudal serfs ;— tell me, were 

fold into ransomlsbs bondage. Invading their they again in the power of your castes, 

reiik9> ttru^let forward a trpopefasseftonf, would you noc again neglect them> egaio 
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ii|fepnii tkett, tgatn l&tke thetn t)ie iImom tad to no otber, twif MpmntfifiBiifc^ 

tb yov ydliq)tuoiiAHH» «iid the ptnderi or a iaw. and thawtnihr^ all men pn^Ahftm 

titoTictiiDf of your vicei? Tell me, yon to pay spontaneoug homage to attengtli aiM 

reyaliitB and hierarchi, or advocatea of roy- talent and exalted etation, that through thft 

alty and hierarchy ! were the poor and the ig- benignant and attractive influence of their 

norant again in your power, to be tasked ami poMenora, the whole race might be won tb 

tithed at your pleasure, would 3/0U not turn wisdom and virtue. 

!^h«rR«fr.n^B!?v*U^fTC^mfl?«?^Slw . I.et those, then, whoBo wealth is loirtor 



SuS.'r .Prr^" Tp'JT?' m hf«d.aa..nt the desecration <., .nU-t 
bjSS;;. to better, that the /theist «.d the "i^^ V^*^ ™Xr^'b,Zd*th^ S^l 
W«ph«ner. :md he who. .mce the last wt- ^^^'J^Zei^lTiheZ^i ^Z. uTat 
ting MO, haa dyed hia hands in panicide, or "u^" ju" t^' fa.i „ few are but Aa 
hi..^«l in sacrilegj. should chafi«|ge equal f^t'^^^Sbuaons ^f a righte*^ Z^^eu fe 
political power with the Wisest and the best;— iT;iir."j"i:nVr^ t*6"i.cuM» 
' Utter, tiSit these blind Sampsoms, in the wan. ^^^^^^^ childhood. 
tohness of their Riraintic strength, shtAild tear Remember, then, the ehild whose voios 
down the pillars of the Republic, than that first lisps to-day, belbre that ▼oice shall whi»- 
the great lesson which Heaven, for six thou- per sedition in secret, or thunder treuon tt 
eand years, has been teaching to the world, the head of an armed band. Remember thm 
ehouldbelost upon it; — the lesson that the child whose hand, to-dav, first lilts its tmy 
intelleotual and moral nature ot man is the bauble, before that hand shsll scatter fir*- 
one thing precious in the si^ht of God ; and brands, arrows and death. Remember thoes 
therefore, until this nature is cultivated, and sportive groups of youth in whose halcyon 
enlightened, and purified, neither opulence besoms there sleeps an ocean, as yet scarce- 
nor power, nor learning nor genius, nor do- ly ruffled by the passions, which soon afaail 
mestic sanctity, nor the holiness of God's al- heave it as with the tempests strength. B/^ 
tarsy can ever be safe. Until the immortal member, that whatever station in life yoo 
and god-like capacities of every being that may fill, these mortals — these immortale, are 
comes into the world are deemed more wor- your care. Devote, expend, consecrate yonr« 
thy, are watched more tenderly, than any selves to the holy work ol their improve- 
other thing, no dynasty of men, or form of ment. Pour out light and truth, as God 
government, can stand, or shall stand, \ipon pours sunshine and rain. No longer seek 
the face ot the earth ; and the force or the jcnowledge as the luxury of a few, but die- 
Iraud which would seek to uphold them, pense it amongst all as the bread of liHs. 
shall be but <as fetters ot flax to bind the I^earn only how the ignorant may leara ; 
flame.' how the innocent may be preserved; the 
In all that company of felons and caitiffs, vicious reclaimed. Caill down the astrono- 
who prowl over tne land, in there one man, merfrom the skies; call up the geologift 
who did not bring with him into life, the di- from his subterranean explorations; sum- 
vine germ of conscience, a sensibility to mon, if need be, the mightiest intellects from 
light, and capacities which might have been the Council Chamber of the nation ; entar 
nurtured and trained into the fear of God, and cloistered halls, where the scholiast mnset 
the love of mm? In all this company oi* over superflous annotations; dissolve condavn 
ignorance, which, in its insane surgery, dis- and synod, where subtle polemics are vainly 
sects e^e and brain and heart, and maims discussing their barren dogmas; — collect 
•very limb of the body politis, to find the whatever of talent, or erudition, or eloquene«« 
disease, which honestly, though blindly, it or authority, the broad land can supply, and 
wishes to cure; — in all this company, is there ^o forthy Am) teach this peoplb. For* 
one, who did not bring with him into life, in the name of the living God, it must be 
noble faculties of thought — capabilities of proclaimed, that licentiousness shall be tbn 
judgment, and prudence, and skill that might liberty ; and violence and chicanery shall bo; 
have been cultivated into a knowledge, an the law ; and superstition and craft ahall b« 
appreciation, aadawise and loving guardi- the religion; and the self-destructive indnl- 
anehip, of all human interests and human fsence of all sensual and unhallowed pa^ 
rights. The wickedness and blindness of the sions, shall be the only happiness of that pe»- 
mject are the judgments of heaven for the pie who neglect the education of their chilr 
neglect of the sovereign; — for, to this end dren. 
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